
Tier 2 Words 

Abolition The act of getting rid of something (for 
example a law or practice). 

Segregation Setting something or someone apart 
from the rest, separation. 

President The person voted in by the America 
public to rule on their behalf. 

Significance The importance of something in the 
short-term and long-term. 

Act A written law passed by those in charge 
of a country. 

Rights A moral or legal entitlement to have or 
do something. 

Supremacy The state or condition of being superior 
to all others in authority, power, or sta-
tus. 

Equality Having the same status, rights, or oppor-
tunities. 

Protest A statement or action showing objection 
to something. 

Boycott Avoiding someone or something in pro-
test. 

Tier 3 Words 

Emancipation Proclamation The law that ended slavery in the USA. 

Black Power Movement A group formed on ideas of racial pride and 
strength. 

Jim Crow Laws Laws segregating African Americans. 

Civil Rights The rights of citizens to political and social freedom 
and equality. 

Civil Rights Movement The Civil Rights Movement was a struggle by African 
Americans in the mid1950s to late 1960s to achieve 
Civil Rights equal to those of whites. 

Ku Klux Klan An American white supremacist group. 

Martin Luther King An African-American political leader of the twenti-
eth century. Leader of peaceful protests. 

Malcolm X An African-American political leader of the twenti-
eth century. A prominent Black Muslim. 

March on Washington A demonstration held in Washington, D.C., in 1963 
by civil rights leaders to protest racial discrimination. 

Rosa Parks Female from Montgomery who refused to give up 
her seat sparking the bus boycott. 

Freedom Rides Black and white people rode buses into the South in 
the early 1960s to challenge racial segregation. 

Brown vs Board of Educa-
tion 

Case against segregation in schools, led to the de-
segregation of schools. 

‘Windrush’ Relating to the people who emigrated from the Car-
ibbean to Britain on the British ship the Empire 
Windrush in 1948. 

Sit-ins A form of peaceful protest involving occupying 
buildings. 

NAACP National Association for the Advancement of Col-
oured People – a civil rights protest group. 

Key events 

January 1, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln issued 
the Emancipation Proclamation freeing 3.5 
million slaves. 

1896 The Supreme Court approves the “separate 
but equal” segregation doctrine. 

May 17, 1954 Brown v. Board of Education, a is decided by 
the Supreme Court, legally ending racial seg-
regation in public schools.  

December 1, 1955 Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat to a 
white man on a Montgomery, Alabama bus. 
Her action leads to the Montgomery bus 
boycott. 

September 4, 1957 Nine black students known as the “Little 
Rock Nine,” are blocked from integrating 
into Central High School in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas. President Eisenhower sends troops 
to escort the students. 

September 9, 1957 Eisenhower signs the Civil Rights Act of 1957 
into law. The law protects all Americans’ 
right to vote. 

August 1963 The March on Washington: a massive pro-
test march. 250,000 people gathered 
in Washington, D.C.  
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