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We were delighted to celebrate with so many 

students as they opened their exam results this past 

summer. The grades they achieved were a source 

of great pride for teachers, parents and students 

themselves and opened up many doors into Sixth 

Form and Further and Higher Education study. The 

results meant the progress of students at Emmanuel 

is significantly above national averages at both GCSE 

and A Level.

Alongside a sharp focus on academic achievement, 

all staff at Emmanuel are equally dedicated to 

developing students’ character. This autumn, we 

introduced a series of character descriptors – 

focusing on the 3 qualities of being ambitious, 

persevering and well-resourced – to students and 

parents. We talk to students regularly about these 

attributes and report to parents during the course of 

the year about the development of character, faith, 

leadership and service in their children.

We are unashamedly ambitious for students at 

Emmanuel; ambitious for their academic success and 

just as determined to see them grow into ambitious, 

persevering and well-resourced young adults. 

Thank you to all parents for your support as we work 

together towards these goals.

Mr D Hobbs, Principal

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

Sixth Form Spotlight: 
Gen
Find out from our Head 
Girl, Gen, what it is like 
being a part of our Sixth 
Form.
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Emmanuel hosts the National 
Youth Orchestra

In September, we hosted a visit by the 

National Youth Orchestra (NYO) on their 

tour to bring inspirational music to UK 

schools.
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Gifted teenager Vina couldn’t speak English this 

time last year - but her amazingly rapid progress 

studying complicated poems, plays and novels 

from Shakespeare to Conan Doyle over the past 

12 months has left teachers astounded. Now Vina, 

who moved to England with her family from France 

in August last year, has been recognised at the 

Nottingham Post Education Awards 2019.

Vina, 15, who also speaks Arabic and French, as 

well as Italian and “a little bit of Spanish,” joined Ms 

Carrick’s GCSE English class in October 2018, while 

other students were in the middle of studying An 

Inspector Calls, by J B Priestley.

Ms Carrick said: “I was so worried that she would feel 

isolated and struggle to learn a new language whilst 

also interpreting literature and the political context 

behind it. I needn’t have worried. 

“Vina took the text home and studied insanely hard 

to catch up. That has continued over the last year 

and she has now not only learned to speak English 

fluently but achieves grades and levels at the top of 

the class. I tried to not give up and forced myself to 

take my work home and keep trying. I think it’s quite 

hard, but I take the time because I want to improve 

my speech and writing. It’s good to learn.”

With a predicted grade five or six in English at GCSE, 

Vina has shown a real passion and love for literature.

She regularly stays behind in class to talk about 

how much she enjoyed the lesson - with a particular 

fondness for Maya Angelou’s poem Still I Rise.

“The poem, the story inspired me so much, I loved it. 

My favourite book at the moment is the Sign of Four 

by Conan Doyle, I love those mystery stories.

“We are now doing more about the language used in 

texts and we try to see how to respond to different 

sections. It’s very interesting.”

Ms Carrick said she was so impressed with the way 

Vina has coped with living in a new country. “The 

language barrier has never stopped her, often she 

will ask for the meaning of a word and once that 

understanding is unlocked you can see it light a 

spark inside her. This has meant that she can fluently 

interpret unseen Shakespeare extracts - no easy task 

in your first or second, never mind third language. 

Vina has a joy and passion for learning that I have 

never seen before. She wants to embrace literature 

and loves to explore its hidden meanings and layers. 

She has impressed me more and more each week 

and continues to do so.”

As for finding out she had been crowned winner at 

the award ceremony in December, Vina was thrilled. 

“I was really, really happy - it’s very exciting,” she 

laughed.

Written by The Nottingham Post

VINA NAMED WINNER AT NOTTINGHAM POST 
EDUCATION AWARDS 2019
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EMMANUEL HOSTS THE 
NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA

In September, we hosted a visit by the National Youth 

Orchestra (NYO) on their tour to bring inspirational 

music to UK schools.

Students participated in workshops demonstrating 

each of the musical instruments and their roles in 

the orchestra. The day culminated in a spectacular 

performance of inspiring music.

We were also joined by students from across 

Archway Learning Trust to share in the experience.

Mrs Toogood is the Arts Enrichment and 

Enhancement Coordinator at Archway Learning 

Trust, and said that she hoped the event would be a 

stimulus for more students to develop their interest 

in music and perhaps take up their own instrument. 

“Emmanuel was immersed in music and passion 

when the National Youth Orchestra played, the air 

was literally buzzing with beautiful, bold, stunning 

sounds and energy. This orchestra of teenagers 

inspired an enthusiastic audience of hundreds of 

students and staff who welcomed them to every 

corridor and classroom, gym, music rooms and even 

the sports hall to join in making and enjoying music.”

“This was such an incredible day, supported both

                  by Emmanuel’s music department and 

Archway Learning Trust. 

We know the National 

Youth Orchestra will 

inspire and strengthen 

our young music makers 

and continue to be the 

talk of the school.”

Medhi (age 11) said the experience has inspired 

him to pursue making his own music. “I have really 

enjoyed it! I used to play the guitar and I listen to 

a lot of music at home, mainly rock. I think I will 

carry on with my guitar now definitely. I have really 

enjoyed listening to the musicians, they are really 

good!”

Kirah (age 11) agreed with Medhi saying, “I have really 

enjoyed it too. The music is really good, and I also 

enjoy listening to music. I used to play the piano and 

listening to the orchestra really makes me want to try 

a new instrument.”

Fellow student Ruby (age 11) was also inspired. “Their 

music is really good, and I liked learning about the 

different instruments. I used to play the violin and I 

think if I had to choose an instrument to play now, 

I might go back to the violin, or perhaps try the 

drums!”



On the evening of 
Wednesday 11 December, 
The Nottingham 
Emmanuel School Choir 
performed in front of 
a festive audience at 
the Royal Concert Hall, 
as part of Nottingham 
Music Hub’s ‘Christmas 

in the City’ concert. The event, hosted by BBC East 
Midlands Geeta Pendse, saw our group of 32 singing 
students join performers from a variety of primary 
and secondary schools for this annual celebration of 
Nottingham City’s young musicians.

Head of Music, Mrs Leddie and Mrs Storey, Teacher 
of Music commented ”Our Emmanuel Singers were 
fantastic.  Lots of our year 7’s were involved and 
performed with confidence on the big stage.  Their 
behaviour was impeccable and represented our 
school fantastically. There were a good number of 
primary and secondary schools that were involved 
who performed alongside the magnificent Robin Hood 
Youth Orchestra (RHYO) under the direction of Ian 
Burton which made the event all the more special.  
It was a very enjoyable show and the quality of 
performances from everyone involved made 
for a very enjoyable evening.”
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A number of stations focused on the theme of 
“Christmas and Advent Prayer” were set up in the 
cloister area during lunchtime on Wednesday 4th 
December. Church workers, youth workers and 
volunteers from our partner churches locally were 
invited along to join in with the activities, supporting 
school Chaplaincy staff with managing the prayer 
activity stations and engaging with students.
 
Activities included a big white board with questions 
on, to prompt staff and students to write their opinions 
on the Christmas season, ‘Stars’ for students to think 
about someone they care about and to pray for them, 
a quiet table for colouring, an area for crafts to make a 
Christmas wreath and a tinsel bracelet to enable them 

have a moment to think 
about giving to others.

All of the stations were 
linked to a theme of 
Christmas and Advent 
recognising that, in 
the midst of a busy time of year, we can still have 
moments of reflection and time to think about what we 
have and what we can share with others.

Christmas in the Cloister was an amazing opportunity 
to support students and staff to further explore faith 
and reflection.

CHRISTMAS IN THE CLOISTER

NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA AGREES 
PARTNERSHIP WITH EMMANUEL

Emmanuel has been named as an official Partner School with The National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain (NYO). 
Having hosted 75 of the country’s best young musicians in September 2019, Emmanuel has now agreed a two-

year partnership with the elite orchestra which will include:

- A concert open to all students at The Royal 
Concert Hall on 6 January 2020

- A second ‘takeover’ day of the school on 10 July 
2020.

- Further concerts in Nottingham and Birmingham 
on 10 July and 7 August respectively

- A group of young leaders from our Sixth Form 
working with the NYO to organise and promote 

these events 

It is our hope that this partnership will inspire more young people than ever to pick up an instrument, join a musical 
ensemble or simply enjoy experiencing live music.

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY
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CULTIVATING READING AND 
WRITING FOR PLEASURE

Students are being encouraged to engage in 

discussion of popular reads with the Library’s new 

‘Which is Best?’ daily vote, run by the student 

librarians. Students submit their favourite books and 

authors and they are pitted head to head in an open 

vote! So far, the Harry Potter series is the reigning 

champion…

Students can also earn house points for their 

independent reading through the new Bookmark 

Bingo system; students are rewarded when they 

diversify their reading tastes and read and review 

books from different genres they might not normally 

pick up! Writing a book review on a book borrowed 

from the ‘Top Topic,’ ‘Author in the Spotlight,’ ‘Book 

of the Month’ and ‘Featured Genre’ displays can also 

earn students up to five house points! Each month’s 

‘Author in the Spotlight’ has been exceedingly 

popular, with books written by authors such as 

Soman Chainani flying from the shelves faster than 

they can be replaced! 

New Library clubs have also been formed. The Young 

Adult Book Club targets older students from Year 

9, Year 10, and Year 11, giving them the opportunity 

to request new books for the Library that they have 

chosen themselves, to be read and then discussed 

in meetings. Creative Writing Workshops, run by 

Miss Nagy, develop essential writing skills and are 

currently preparing students to enter the Year Seven 

Story Writing Competition (in which the two winners 

will win a book!) and the Nottingham-wide MyVoice 

creative writing competition. 

Lunchtime events in the Library such as Darren 

Simpson’s author visit, and those for National 

Poetry Day and Roald Dahl Day - where students 

participated in a Roald Dahl quiz, activities and 

could borrow from a new set of his books – have 

celebrated reading for pleasure. Older students 

have been encouraged to participate in demanding 

events such as National Novel Writing Month, where 

students set their own word goals in a month-long 

creative writing challenge.

Amongst upcoming Library events in December are 

a trip to Waterstones, a Mystery Reads Christmas 

Challenge, and lunchtime activities on Dewey 

Decimal System Day to encourage students to 

access non-fiction texts for fun!
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AUTHOR VISIT: DARREN SIMPSON
Year 7 students were recently very excited to meet the 

author of Scavengers, Darren Simpson, in the Library 

at lunch time. Darren charmed the students, answering 

questions about his book (“Is there a sequel?!”), 

becoming an author (“How old were you when 

you first started writing?”) and reading for pleasure 

(“What’s your favourite book?”). He also managed to 

sign over 70 student copies of Scavengers, given to 

the school through Emmanuel’s partnership with the 

National Literacy Trust. A novel-worthy effort Darren! 

As part of Emmanuel’s new reading programme, ‘NES 

Reads’ Year 7 students are currently reading through 

Scavengers in their tutor groups one morning each 

week. Consistently listening to their tutor read aloud 

will build their ability to form connections between 

written and spoken words, increase their attention 

span, and even strengthen their cognition.

Once finished with Scavengers, students will progress 

to ‘Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key’ and ‘Refugee Boy.’ 

As part of Creative Careers Week, we recently took 

Year 9 History students to The Galleries of Justice. 

Students met with the Heads of Departments and 

the CEO. They experienced a guided tour, a question 

and answer session and two workshops; one around 

object handling and the other an ideation session 

around our upcoming module on power and protest.

Destiny wrote up a review of the trip:

“The Galleries of Justice trip was incredible. When 

we first arrived, we went up the stairs where they 

would set up the deck and then hang people publicly. 

We then stepped into an original Victorian court 

room and you were able to see the intricate details 

of the benches and marble columns. We visited the 

courtyard and entered the debtors’ cells, where 

prisoners had to pay for everything! If you were to 

misbehave whilst in the cell, you got whipped with 

a cat-o-nine-tails and then salt would be rubbed 

into the wound; finally, you would be put in solitary 

confinement.”

Students were able to 

see actors that made the 

experience of being in 

the Industrial Revolution 

more realistic and tangible. 

Madiyah and Alisha said 

“the acting was great, they 

spoke like they were from 

that era and really brought it 

to life”. 

Students were then tasked 

with making modern day 

protest placards. The 

students got to create a 

slogan for something they 

are passionate about. The museum asked to keep 

their work so they could add it to their new exhibition. 

Overall, students were enthused by the trip, learned 

a lot and were keen for us to organise another visit!

YEAR 9 VISIT THE GALLERIES OF JUSTICE 
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On 5th November, The Nottingham Emmanuel 
Sixth Form took a group of high achieving Year 12 
students to the Launch Event for the Higher Education 
Plus Programme (HE+) held at The Nottingham 
Council House in the Market Square, Nottingham. 
The Nottingham Emmanuel Sixth Form is part of a 
consortium of schools across Nottinghamshire that 
work together with the University of Cambridge to 
prepare students for university study.

Following a welcome address, students received 
specialist support and guidance from the University 
of Cambridge Admissions team and first-hand advice 
from former HE+ students who have now secured 
places at top UK universities. They also attended two 
master class sessions in a subject stream relevant to 
their A Level subjects to challenge their thinking and 
extend their academic awareness of topics beyond 
their A Level curriculum, for example ‘Does Quantum 
Theory Prove the Existence of God?’.

 “The masterclasses were THE highlight of my day! 
It was thought provoking and inspiring listening to 
lecturers discuss topics they are highly knowledgeable 
and passionate about.” (Year 12 Student)

This event provided a unique opportunity to gain an 
insight into university life and to meet other students 
who share similar interests and ambitions to their own. 
“I thoroughly enjoyed the HE+ Launch Event; it was 
exciting to hear from alumni students and to meet 

other ambitious young people who have a passion 
for learning. I gained lots of valuable information 
about the application process for the University 
of Cambridge and how this compares with other 
competitive universities. In the afternoon, I attended 
a Social Anthropology master class which was 
absolutely fascinating and it helped me to realise the 
diverse range of courses on offer at universities. I 
can’t wait to visit Cambridge University next year and 
experience a taste of university life on campus.” (Year 
12 Student) 

The HE+ Launch Event will be followed up by a visit 
to Peterhouse College at the University of Cambridge 
and a one day Graduation Conference in the New 
Year. 

HIGHER EDUCATION LAUNCH CONFERENCE

Nottingham Emmanuel 

Sixth Form has become one of the 

highest performing Sixth Forms in the city 

and county… please do call us to arrange 

a visit or to talk about your options!

A Level ‘value added’ scores:

2015  -0.20

2016    -0.11

2017   +0.01

2018   +0.19

2019  +0.25
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What made you choose NES Sixth Form?
I chose to join NES Sixth Form because of the feeling 
I got as soon as I walked around; as soon as I went 
in I felt very welcomed by both the students and 
the teachers that showed me round. The staff knew 
exactly which pathways would suit me best but they 
also took the time to talk through the wide range of 
different subjects I could choose and explained how 
they would build a timetable that would be tailored to 
suit me. The atmosphere in the Sixth Form was friendly 
and relaxed, so I knew it would be an environment that 
I would thrive in.

What do you enjoy most about being a NES 
Sixth Form student?
I enjoy the small class sizes, because it means that 
I get a lot more out of the lessons as we are able to 
have class discussions that everyone can input into, 
I believe this is a great way to learn at A-level. It also 
means I get a lot of individual attention and support 
with my work.

What support is available to you at NES Sixth 
Form?
We have been told right from the beginning that ‘the 
door is always open if we need it’, and it really feels 
this way because I know I can go to the Sixth Form 
team at any time of the day with a problem that I 
have whether it is school related or something else. 

This feels like the best kind of 
support a Sixth Form could 
offer because it reminds me 
that I can achieve anything 
I put my mind to with such a 
supportive group of staff 
behind me.

What extra-curricular 
activities have you been 
involved in since joining NES Sixth Form?
There have been countless opportunities presented to 
us since we started; with a range of academic, social, 
fundraising and sporting activities on offer. Some that I 
have taken part in include the HE+ programme, where 
we got to visit Cambridge University and experience 
lectures in specialist areas that go beyond A levels, 
and the opportunity to become part of the Sixth Form 
student leadership team. I was appointed as Head 
Girl which has granted me so many opportunities to 
represent the school in different ways. 

What are your future plans for when you leave 
Sixth Form?
I plan on going to university next year. The Sixth Form 
team really supported me with my UCAS application 
and ensured that I submitted the strongest application 
possible. I sent this off in October and I am now 
enjoying receiving all of my offers.

SIXTH FORM SPOTLIGHT: HEAD GIRL

We are delighted to have received a record number 

of applications to join Emmanuel Sixth Form in 

September 2020. Not only do we continue to attract 

large numbers of students from our own Year 11 but we 

are thrilled to have a great many students joining us 

from the surrounding local providers.

The standard of applicant this year has been 

exceptional; the Sixth Form team have been hugely 

impressed by the quality of conversations and the 

outstanding grades that students are projected to 

achieve this summer.

Due to the demand for Sixth Form places, we have 

been able to extend our KS5 provision for September 

2020 to include over 30 AS and A Level courses and a 

comprehensive Level 2 programme.

If you would like to be considered for a place in 

September 2020, the application window is still open. 

Please visit the webpage below and download an 

application form: 

https://emmanuelsixthform.com/apply-now/

SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS AND INTERVIEWS

Genevieve, Year 12



40 Year 11 students had the opportunity to spend 

the weekend extending their Maths and Science 

knowledge whilst participating in activities to 

challenge them socially and physically.

Staff provided Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 

Maths workshops to enable students to undertake 

6 hours of targeted intervention, designed to 

boost confidence and raise attainment in key core 

subjects. Students loved the challenge of the work 

and the opportunity to dig deeper and think more 

independently around tasks.

The outdoor activities were fun and allowed for some 

well deserved chill time after efforts in the classroom.

HUMANITIES TRIP TO LIVERPOOL
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50 Year 8 Humanities students went to Liverpool on Friday 8 
November, visiting the International Slavery Museum in the Albert 
Docks – the location from where slave ships set sail over 200 
years ago. They also took part in Geography fieldwork around 
the city itself, focussing on various areas of development. The 
students were fantastic ambassadors for Emmanuel, really 
getting to grips with interesting topics and showing high levels of 
engagement throughout.

YEAR 11 RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND AWAY

Our school and the wider community are now safer 
places, after our Year 8 students were taught lifesaving 
skills by East Midlands Ambulance Service staff and 
volunteers as part of a Europe-wide initiative.

European ‘Restart a Heart Day’ aims to teach vital 
CPR skills to give the next generation the confidence 
to save a life. When someone is in cardiac arrest, 
seconds count. Performing compressions keeps 
oxygen flowing around the body and increases the 
chance of survival.

Mick Barnett-Connolly, Head of Community Response 
Team at EMAS said: “If someone suffers a cardiac 

arrest their chances of survival doubles if it happens in 
front of someone who starts CPR immediately. We are 
equipping these students with the skills they need to 
be a lifesaver in their community.”

Ms Carlisle, PSHE Co-ordinator, added “It was fantastic 
to see our Year 8 students learning these hands-
on lifesaving skills.  They all engaged brilliantly and 
I feel confident that, should they be called upon 
in an emergency situation, they could make a real 
difference. We take our role of developing the whole 
child extremely seriously at Emmanuel; we want 
our young people to go out and make a positive 
difference in any way they can”.

‘RESTART A HEART’ YEAR 8 WORKSHOP

Our A-Level historians recently 
attended a ‘History in Action’ 
conference in London, on the 
subject of the 1917 Russian 
Revolution and the events of the 
following years. Students heard 
from 5 world-renowned Historians 
who all specialise in the subject 
and have published several works 

in this area. Students were given 
a taste of Higher Education and 
lecture-style teaching whilst also 
engaging with content supporting 
their A-Level exams. The students 
came away with valuable learning 
as well as a renewed sense of 
the grandeur and significance of 
studying history in today’s world.

‘HISTORY IN ACTION’ CONFERENCE



SPORTS AWARDS EVENING 2019

The 2019 Emmanuel School Sports Awards Evening 
was once again a successful evening of sporting 
celebration, as it was fantastic to come to together 
as a community to share our sporting achievements.

We pride ourselves on providing students with 
personalised feedback, explaining why we feel 
they deserve their nominations. Many students and 
parents alike, have since thanked the PE team for 
organising the event, and have shown gratitude 
for the words of praise and encouragement shared 
throughout the evening.

Mr Clarke, Head of PE, said “I feel immensely proud 
of the sporting, and academic achievements of our 
students and teams, and I hope that this continues in 
the years to come.”

The winner of the awards were as follows....

Boys Basketball - Morgan
Boys Football - Jericho
Girls Football - Paige
Key Stage 4 Boys Athletics - Harrison
Key Stage 4 Girls Athletics - Benita
Key Stage 3 Boys Athletics - Malachi
Key Stage 3 Girls Athletics - Jessamine
Girls Handball - Sophie
Boys Handball - Oliver
Boys Badminton - Kade 
Girls Badminton - Emily
Cross Country - Jessamine
Rounders - Trisha
Boys Rugby - Lucas
Netball - Khadijatou
Most Improved Male - Oliver
Most Improved Female - Loretta
Team of the Year - Year 10 Boys Handball Team
Sports Personality of the Year Award - Kade
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The Nottingham Emmanuel School
Gresham Park Road
West Bridgford
Nottingham
NG2 7YF

Tel: 0115 977 5380

Email: admin@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk
Website: www.emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk
Twitter: @emmanuelnotts

06/01/20 to 17/01/20 - Public exams 

06/01/20 - INSET day

07/01/20 - Term starts for students

08/01/20 - Year 8 parent evening, 4-7pm

16/01/20 - November exam results published

20/01/20 - 21/01/20 - Drama Pantomime, 

Evening performances

11/02/20 - Year 8 options evening, 6.30-9pm

14/02/20 - End of term

17/02/20 - 23/02/20 - Half term holiday

24/02/20 - Term starts

24/02/20 - 06/03/20- Year 11 mock exams 

05/03/20 - World Book Day

12/03/20 - January exam results published

16/03/20 - Sixth Form Exam Preparation 

Evening, 6-7pm

18/03/20 - Year 9 parent evening, 4-7pm

24/03/20 - Year 11 parent evening 2, 4-6pm

27/03/20 - Emmanuel’s Got Talent

31/03/20 - Year 12 & Year 13 Progress 

Evening 2, 4-6pm

03/04/20 - End of term

06/04/20 - 19/04/2020 - Easter Holiday 

20/04/20 - Summer term starts

Archway
Learning Trust

KEY DATES


