
Date Event 

1750  Considered to be the starting point of the Industrial Revolution.  

1833 Factories Act  - Restricted children to working no more than 12 

hours a day with an hours lunch break. Children aged 9-13 could 

not work more than 8 hours per day and had to have 2 hours    

education. 

1854 John Snow discovers that Cholera was transmitted by drinking  

water contaminated with sewage. 

1865 Joseph Bazalgette opened London’s sewerage system. 

1875 Public Health Act gives government the responsibility to ensure 

1891 Free Education Act - helped poor families to pay for school. 

1901 Education Act makes school compulsory for all children up to 10 

years old.  

Word Definition 

Industrial  

Revolution 

The period of time where Britain moved from agriculture 

(farming) to industry (factories and manufacturing) as a way 

of making money.  

Reform Making changes to improve something.          

Social Problems These refer to the problems with living and working           

conditions and how these affect people’s quality of life. 

Act The passing of a law by the government. 

Revolution Quick change in conditions in a country 

Public Health Health of the people, controlled by the government 

Pollution Something harmful added to the environment eg. Gas,     

rubbish 

Manufacturing The act of turning raw materials (wood, metal, cotton) 

into goods that can be sold (furniture and clothes). 

Word Definition 

Cesspit Underground  container for toilet waste 

Cholera A disease that killed thousands of people, located in  

drinking water. 

Privy Toilet in a small shed outside a house 

Population  

Explosion 

When a population increases quickly (Britain went from a 

population of 8.9million to 30.5million). 

Sanitation The supply of fresh water and the removal of dirty water 

(sewage) so people do not get sick 

Factory Acts Improved the lives of factory workers, especially for wom-

en and children 

Child Workers Children between the ages of 5-18 working in factories 

Canal Man made river for transporting people and goods 

Railway Train line for moving goods and people at speed 
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How far did lives   

improve because of 

the Industrial       

Revolution?  

Industry 

Cotton Mill 
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