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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 
 
Dear parents and students 
 
This booklet is designed to support you to choose the qualifications you would like to obtain at the end of 
Year 11.   
 
Year 9 is all about enjoying a breadth to the curriculum through classroom and extracurricular learning as 
well as having the opportunity to personalise three of the qualifications that you will obtain at the end of 
Year 11.  In English, Maths, Science and Religious Studies, you will continue the curriculum journey that 
you started in Year 7, through Year 9 and into Years 10 and 11 and will develop the knowledge and skills 
necessary to transition to GCSE.  You will also continue to enjoy Physical Education in order to ensure a 
focus on positive mental health as well as physical wellbeing. Important PSHE and Careers knowledge will 
be taught through sequenced drop down days to ensure that you feel fully prepared to live ‘life in all its 
fullness’. 
 
You will be able to choose three further qualifications to add to the curriculum above and tonight’s 
Curriculum Evening will support you to understand each of the qualifications in detail.  A wide range of 
staff will be available to give advice and guidance where necessary. The Curriculum Evening will provide 
an opportunity for you to ask questions but please do not hesitate to contact any member of staff at the 
School over the next few weeks if they can be of assistance. 
 
There are a range of both GCSE and Vocational qualifications that can be obtained at the end of Year 11 
which provide a firm foundation for future careers and further education. In particular, our qualifications 
are designed to be a natural stepping-stone to GCE A Level qualifications and Vocational subjects offered 
in the Nottingham Emmanuel Sixth Form.  
 
We encourage you to ask as many questions as possible and use the information we have provided to 
make an informed choice as you continue on your curriculum journey. 
 
 

 
 
Mr D Hobbs 
Principal  
 



 

CORE CURRICULUM 
 

 

Planning your journey to qualifications at the end of Year 11 
 
 
The Year 9 programme enables all of our students to experience a broad and balanced curriculum. Our 
curriculum offers opportunities for mental, physical, spiritual and creative development.  
 
As outlined, students will continue the curriculum journey in English, Maths, Science, and Religious 
Studies and participate in core PE each week. 
 
Guidance for Students 
When choosing the three additional qualifications you will obtain at the end of Year 11. You will need to: 
 

 Firstly choose one EBACC qualification (Computer Science, French, Geography, History or  Spanish) 

 Choose two further qualifications (either from the EBACC  list above) or from the following list of 
creative qualifications (Art & Design, Construction, Drama, Food, IT, Creative Media, Music, Music 
Technology, Physical Education/Sport, Product Design (D & T), Textiles (D & T) 

 
Consider carefully the subjects where you are most successful, what did your teachers say at parents’ 
evening, does this match your impression of your ability?  What makes you passionate about certain 
subject areas?  Do you have a potential career in mind? (…and it doesn’t matter if you haven’t at this 
stage).  What qualifications might you need to take a particular career? 
 
Where to Get Help  

 Discuss your qualification choices fully with your parents / carers.  

 Ask advice from NES staff and your Year Leader. 

 Book an appointment with our Careers Advisor Mrs Newnham, by emailing her at:: 
snewnham@archwaytrust.co.uk 

 
Guidance for Parents 

 In order to maintain the breadth of the curriculum, your child will only personalise three qualifications. 

 If your child plans to study one language at GCSE then they should continue with the language they 
have studied so far.  If your child is an able linguist and would like to start a second language at this 
stage, you should speak with your child’s MFL teacher before indicating this on the Curriculum Form. 

 Inevitably, trying to accommodate every student’s qualification wish list is not easy.  That is why we 
ask students to number their preferences and try to allocate wherever possible within these. 

 There are different pathways to final accreditation at KS4, not just GCSEs. BTECs and NCFEs are 
vocational qualifications built to accommodate the needs of employers and to allow progression 
through to apprenticeships and university. 

 For some subjects there are both GCSE and BTEC/NCFE (L2) qualifications offered at the end of Year 
11.  Students will be guided to the most appropriate level for them. 

 Students who speak English as an additional language can opt to be assessed for their reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills in their first language in Year 10 if they wish to do so and if successful can 
add further breadth to their curriculum at the end of Year 11 with a GCSE in their home language.  This 
will be in addition to the timetabled curriculum. 
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English – Maths – Science – Religious Studies – Core PE – Foundation Learning 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

English 
 
 
The English curriculum offer for all students in Years 7, 8 and 9 promotes the values of The Nottingham 
Emmanuel School; students can experience the diversity and range of literature and language and enjoy 
the challenges of seminal works of literature from both the canon of Literature, from acknowledged 
writers, other cultures and traditions. The pathway of learning is designed to promote a love and 
engagement in reading whilst encouraging imaginative and creative responses in a range of writing styles. 
 
Year 9  
Year 9 is a transition year to GCSE and deliberate choices are made to introduce a range of challenging 
texts to support the transition to GCSE whilst building on the knowledge and skills from Year 8.  The texts 
studied include Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ which provides students with the opportunity to explore 
historical and social contexts and students are introduced to studying Shakespeare at GCSE level with 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’. Towards the end of the year students begin their bridging units to the GCSE 
course with the study of a variety of poems and ‘An Inspector Calls’  
 
Year 10 and Year 11  
(Please note that all students study for two GCSEs in English Language and English Literature.) 
The curriculum offer follows the AQA specification for English Language. Students explore a range of 
fiction and non- fiction texts and are expected to respond to these texts demonstrating skills in retrieval, 
inference comparison, summary, analysis and evaluation.  
 
In writing, students develop imaginative and creative skills and are provided with a range of opportunities 
to write creatively and transactionally. In addition, students are expected to use a range of writing 
techniques to help create their own voice in their writing and to encourage emotion from their readers. 
 
In Literature, we follow the AQA Literature specification and students study a variety of texts including 
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’; nineteenth century prose texts including ‘A Sign of Four’, 
and a modern British play, ‘An Inspector Calls’.  All students are expected to demonstrate their ability to 
analyse a range of poems from a given anthology and apply their skills to unseen poems. Students are 
expected to be able to write about the texts in context and are taught to explore the wider historical, 
social and political perspectives of the literary texts they are studying.  
 
All students are required to undertake a spoken language qualification and draw on their skills from 
previous years as they present a speech to an audience and respond to a number of questions.  
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Mathematics 
 
 
Our Mathematics curriculum follows a mastery approach that aims for deep and sustainable learning; 
learning that is rooted in an appreciation of the connectedness of mathematical ideas and based on an 
understanding of the underlying structures. It emphasises the need to go beyond being able to memorise 
facts and practise procedures and routines whilst also focussing on the three aims of the National 
Curriculum: fluency, reasoning and problem solving. Students are encouraged to develop confidence in 
and a positive attitude towards mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their 
own lives and to society. They will also build a strong mathematical foundation for future studies at post-
16 level. The GCSE course in mathematics enables students to acquire, select and apply mathematical 
techniques to solve problems; reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw 
conclusions; comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context. 
Throughout their time with us, students will also be given the opportunity to engage with various 
numeracy days and mathematical competitions such as the National Young Mathematicians’ Awards and 
the UK Mathematics Trust’s Maths Challenges. 

Year 9 

In Year 9, students are introduced to additional algebraic manipulation, working with polynomials. 
Following this, students continue their study of coordinate geometry, leading to the application of both 
in the study of quadratic graphs. Students also spend the time working with more advanced 2D and 3D 
geometric problems, with focus on angles, construction and congruence before the introduction of 
Pythagoras’ Theorem and the application of surds. Later, students build on the study of probability in Year 
8, with the introduction of Venn Diagrams and Frequency Trees. 

Year 10 

During Year 10 students build on prior learning from subsequent years to learn about Trigonometry and 
its applications. Additional algebraic techniques are introduced to provide students with more tools for 
solving complex problems. Links between circles and triangles are investigated and applied to further 
coordinate geometry problems. Statistical representations are explored with opportunities for students 
to analyse data in a variety of ways.  

Year 11 

Tier decisions are made in Year 11 to ensure that students are thoroughly prepared for their GCSE 
examination in Mathematics. Higher tier students deepen their existing knowledge and skills by exploring 
further similarity and congruence, vector geometry and loci problems. Foundation students will have an 
opportunity to further strength and deepen their understanding and knowledge of the most challenging 
GCSE concepts including working with quadratics and percentage problems. Following mock 
examinations, bespoke plans are created to suit the needs of individual classes. 
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Further Mathematics 
 
 
Students in Years 10 and 11 are given the opportunity to study Further Mathematics to help the transition 
of students to Mathematics beyond Year 11. AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths is a unique 
qualification designed to stretch and challenge high achieving mathematicians who either already have, 
or are expected to achieve the top grades in GCSE Mathematics or are likely to progress to study A-level 
Mathematics and possibly Further Mathematics. High-achieving students are introduced to AS topics that 
will help them develop skills in algebra, geometry, calculus, matrices, trigonometry, functions and graphs. 
 

Useful Links: 

AQA Maths GCSE Specification 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance 

Bluecoat Maths 

https://bluecoatmaths.com/ 

Hegarty Maths 

https://hegartymaths.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
http://bluecoatmaths.com/
https://hegartymaths.com/


 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Science 
 
 
The Science Curriculum at The Nottingham Emmanuel School will encourage an enjoyment of Science, 
promote a natural curiosity and inspire a desire to explore the world around us. Following the National 
Curriculum principal “to develop a deeper understanding of a range of scientific ideas in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics”, students will build on their prior knowledge and form links between this and new 
concepts. Through topics such as Cells and Respiration, students will make links between structure and 
function in living organisms. The Particle Model enables students to understand the properties and 
interactions of matter whilst Energy is the key concept that underpins all of these interactions. There is a 
strong emphasis on the use of scientific vocabulary in lessons and the use of the scientific method in 
practical investigations. Students will develop their investigating, data handling, concluding and 
evaluating skills through a number of opportunities presented each year.  
 
Year 9  
Continuing to build on their prior knowledge, students will cover Cell Biology and Organisation in Biology, 
Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure and the Properties of Matter in Chemistry as 
well as Energy and Electricity in Physics. There will be a number of practical investigations which students 
complete to support their understanding and to continue to develop their skills.  
 
Years 10 and 11 
From the start of year 10, students will either take Triple Science or Combined Science. Both of these 
qualifications cover Biology, Chemistry and Physics and can lead to further study at A Level and beyond.  
In Biology, students will cover Infection and Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and Response, 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution.  Chemistry includes Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical and Energy 
Changes, The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis and Chemistry 
of the Atmosphere make up the rest of the Chemistry course. Physics comprises of The Particle model, 
Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves and Magnetism and Electromagnetism.   In addition to the required 
practicals which students complete for their assessments, their scientific skills, use of correct terminology 
and numeracy skills are challenged through other experiments designed to consolidate and extend their 
knowledge and understanding.  
 
This curriculum will be a solid grounding for a range of apprenticeships, A levels, BTECs, Degrees and 
employment opportunities for students beyond their time at The Nottingham Emmanuel School.  
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Religious Studies 
 
 
We explore our identity in Y7 and Y8. Each student has the opportunity to explore their own identity 
through looking at what others believe in Y7 and linking belief to action and life choices in Y8. Students 
have the opportunity to reflect on their own identity by reflecting on what they believe and how they live. 
 
The curriculum then progresses through Years 9 to 11 as we develop & enhance student understanding 
of religious & non-religious belief.  This takes place through investigating religious practice, religious texts 
and life choices made by the respective communities. Students will apply these beliefs and practices to 
study ethical and moral issues including relationships, conflict, crime and matters of life & death. 
 
Year 7 
In Year 7 students study the basics of religion (Christianity & Islam) and non-religious belief in humanism 
& Buddhism. Students also investigate the narrative of the Old Testament in order to deepen knowledge 
of the Christian faith in a Church School. We align with the requirements of the agreed syllabus and SIAMS 
in KS3. 
 
Year 8 
In Year 8, students focus upon the practices and impact of religious faith. They investigate people of faith 
whose actions defined their identities, asking if we need faith to be able to live a good life.  We then move 
on to study Christianity through the New Testament and have the opportunity to reflect upon our learning 
through a project based question about personal identity. 
 
Year 9 
Students begin by studying the beliefs of Christianity & Islam in Y9. This underpins the application for the 
later philosophical & ethical units in which students will need to draw upon this knowledge to evaluate. 
They will then apply Christianity to the topic of marriage and the family and Crime & Punishment is studied 
from the view points of the Islamic faith. 
 
Years 10 and 11 
In Year 10 we investigate what it means to live a good Christian and Muslim life before again applying 
these faiths to the topic of life and death. We conclude the course in Y11, studying the Peace and Conflict 
unit. 
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Physical Education 
 
 
Students will build on the sports and skills developed in Years 7 and 8 and will be encouraged to participate 
in a wide range of sports including invasion sports, net and wall games, striking and fielding sports, 
gymnastics, health related fitness activities and athletic events. 
 
The curriculum aims to: 
 

 Offer a wide range of physical activities 

 Develop competence, skill and body awareness in different situations 

 Evaluate differing aspects of performances 

 Develop an understanding of the importance of exercise and movement in maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle 

 Develop confidence and skills at organising and leading sports practices/events 
 
  



 

PART ONE: CORE CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 

Foundation Learning 
 
 
At The Nottingham Emmanuel School, we recognise that not all students benefit from a typically 
structured pathway through GCSEs. As such, we offer alternative subjects and timetabling, that may 
better suit the needs of individual children.  We refer to this as Foundation Learning.  

Foundation Learning is the name given to provision for 14-19-year-old learners working 
predominantly at entry level or level 1 who have some level of additional need. 

Foundation Learning provides greater opportunities for progression, with learners and practitioners 
agreeing to develop a personalised programme towards an intended ‘destination’.  

With the right level of support, all learners will have the capacity to progress to positive outcomes. 
Qualifications that support Foundation Learning offer greater flexibility and opportunities for learners 
to accredit their learning in ‘bite-sized’ units. The Foundation Learning pathway will ensure that all 
learners gain a minimum level and range of skills providing a sound foundation for further learning, 
independent living and employment. 
 
Courses will motivate and engage learners and ensure our young people will be able to thrive in today’s 
rapidly changing economy. This means supporting our students to achieve their full potential, based on 
their aptitudes, abilities and interests.  Foundation Learning should motivate and enable more young 
people  
  
Identifying the cohort of students that may access these pathways involves a rigorous process of data 
analysis, staff consultations and meetings with parents and students. 
There are various elements to Foundation Learning at Emmanuel, and not all students will access all 
elements. 
 

Foundation Learning Elements 

Element 1: Entry Level English, Maths and Science  
Where appropriate, subject departments will deliver ‘Entry Level’ courses in their subject areas, 
so that students who find the subject particularly challenging are able to secure a more accessible 
qualification, before graduating to foundation GCSE. Whether students access this element will 
depend on their ability within those specific subjects. 

Element 2: PSHE/Supported Study 
We recognise that some students can be overwhelmed by studying nine full GCSEs. For this 
reason, we offer an alternative pathway to GCSE Religious Studies, and instead deliver a 
combination of Religious Studies and PSHE, which includes RSE and Supported Study hours, giving 
students an opportunity to catch up on the content of their other subjects. 

Element 3: Foundation Learning Courses 
Where is it felt that the typical GCSE Options are not fitting for our students, we offer Home 
Cooking, Functional IT and Functional Skills English. These courses are particularly designed to suit 
the needs of our students who have high level needs, and who would benefit from a more 
practical and vocational approach to studies. 
 

 
A student may find that their curriculum comprises of one, two or all of these elements. We use this 
flexibility to ensure that each student has access to a bespoke provision, with the right level of challenge 
for their specific needs. 



 

PART TWO: CORE EBACC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Computer Science – French – Spanish – Geography - History 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

PART TWO: CORE EBACC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Computer Science (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 
 Understood and applied abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation 

(binary, character sets, etc.) 
 Analysed problems through practical experiences of solving problems – including designing, writing 

and debugging programs in a high level programming language (e.g. Python) 
 Understood the components that make up computer systems, and how they communicate with one 

another 
 Developed your understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues raised 

by the development and use of computer systems 
 Thought creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
 Applied mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following key skills: 
 
Computer Systems – Components, Memory, Storage, Networks, Security & Software 
Computational Thinking – Algorithms, Python Programming and Boolean Logic 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Innovation 

 Creativity 

 Analysis 

 Logical and critical thinking 

 Programming 
 
You will have completed the following assessments: 
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  Title Style of Assessment Weighting 

Unit 1 Computer Systems 1.5hr Written Examination 50% 

Unit 2 
Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms and Programming 

1.5hr Written Examination 50% 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: OCR 
Course Number: J277 
Contact: Mr J Bugg 
Email:  JBU@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 
  

mailto:JBU@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART TWO: CORE EBACC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

French and Spanish (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 
 Developed your ability to speak and write spontaneously in a foreign language for a range of audiences 
 Developed reading and listening skills in order to gain meaning from a range of authentic resources 
 Developed translation skills both in and out of the second language 
 Gained a sound grasp of the grammar skills required to communicate effectively in the second 

language 
 Become a confident and spontaneous presenter and communicator 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 
Key skills: 
 

 Flexibility and perseverance 

 Effective communication 

 Spontaneity 

 Team work 

 Precision 
 
You will have completed the following assessments: 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1 Listening (25%) 35 minute exam (Foundation) 
45 minute exam (Higher) 

Unit 2 Speaking (25%) 7-9 minutes (Foundation) 
10-12 minutes (Higher) 
Final speaking examination  

Unit 3 Reading (25%) 45 minutes (Foundation) 
60 minutes (Higher) 

Unit 4 Writing (25%) 60 minutes (Foundation) 
75 minutes (Higher) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
French Awarding Body: AQA                  
Course Number: 8658 
Contact: Mr Gomes               
Email: EGM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 

Spanish Awarding Body: AQA                  
Course Number: 8698 
Contact: Mr Gomes               
Email: EGM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3
mailto:EGM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk
mailto:EGM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART TWO: CORE EBACC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Geography (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 

 Understood a range of physical and human processes that continuously shape our planet and our 
lives, having gained knowledge of the numerous interactions between physical and human 
Geography 

 Explored past and present issues at all scales from the personal to the local and the global, 
having used evidence from specific, located places and examples 

 Questioned what it means to live sustainably in an ever changing and increasingly challenging 
world 

 Thought critically and creatively about the complexities of different places, problems and 
stakeholder views 

 Developed research skills in data collection, data presentation, analysis and evaluation 

 Conducted fieldwork in both urban and rural environments to test geographical theories 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
The Physical Environment 
The Human Environment 
Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Map skills – reading maps, analysing trends on maps and describing distributions 

 Graphical & data skills – extracting data from resources, manipulating data, looking for trends 
and evidence 

 Analytical and decision making skills 

 Developing empathy and seeing issues from different perspectives 

 Communication and group work 
 
 
You will have completed the following assessments: 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

Component 
1 

The Physical Environment Exam (worth 37.5%) 

Component 
2 

The Human Environment Exam (worth 37.5%) 

Component 
3 

Geographical Investigations: 
Fieldwork and UK Challenges 

Exam (worth 25%) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
Awarding Body: Edexcel A 
Course Number: 1GA0 
Contact: Mrs K Simpson 
Email: KSI@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 

mailto:KSI@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART TWO: CORE EBACC QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

History (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Discovered foul facts and terrifying torture techniques 

 Investigated mysterious murders 

 Participated in curious quizzes and even played gruesome games to broaden your knowledge and 
understanding of the past from medieval times to the present day! 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Past events and people from different societies:  the American West, Weimar and Nazi Germany to 
people living here today. 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Source and data analysis  

 Research skills 

 Independent thinking 

 Problem solving 

 Analytical evaluation 

 Collaboration 
 
You will have completed the following assessments: 
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  Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1 
Thematic study  & Historic 
environment – Medicine in Britain 

Examination 

Unit 2 
British depth (Norman England) & 
period studies (American West) 

Examination 

Unit 3 
Modern depth study –  Weimar 
Republic & Nazi Germany 1918-1939 

Examination 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 
Contact: Ms L Smith 
Email: LSM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 
 

mailto:LSM@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Art and Design: Fine Art (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Created art that communicates your ideas and explores the world around us  

 Created a guided, extended project 

 Analysed and evaluated images, objects and artefacts showing understanding of context 

 Developed and explored ideas using media, processes and resources, reviewing, modifying and 
refining work as it progresses 

 Recorded observations, experiences and ideas in forms that are appropriate to your intentions 

 Presented a personal response, realising intentions and making informed connections with the work 
of others 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
Exploration of ‘Food’ and ‘fragments’ as well as an externally set theme from the exam board.  You will 

be able to document your progress in a sketchbook demonstrating your own ideas. 

Drawing skills and an ability to use the formal elements across a variety of media. You will be able to 
research the work of others and apply their skills to create your own piece of artwork. 
 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Developing ideas through looking at the work of others 

 Experimenting with different techniques and processes 

 Recording ideas through drawing, photography and a sketchbook 

 Presenting a personal meaningful response 

 
You will have completed the following assessments: 
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  Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1 Personal portfolio (45 hours) Coursework (worth 60%) 

Unit 2 
Externally Set Assignment. (20 hours  
of preparation for a 10 hour exam) 

Exam (worth 40%) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 
Course Number:  1FA0 
Contact: Mrs C Barnes 
Email: CBR@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 
 
  

mailto:CBR@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Construction (EDUQAS Level 2 Constructing the Built Environment) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 

 Trained in construction activities and gained the knowledge and understanding to be able to plan how 
to minimise risk to health and safety in different contexts 

 Gained a good understanding of the construction industry; the standards, skills, techniques, 
technologies and ethos behind a career in construction 

 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
Identified hazards to safety and security, measured the risk of these hazards and put plans into place in 
order to minimise and control them 
Legislation that covers working within the construction industry and gained experience in applying these 
to different scenarios and contexts 
Interpret technical information to plan construction projects and be able to take into account health and 
safety issues 
Learned appropriate knowledge of tools and equipment 
Developed a range of practical construction skills and techniques that are used during construction 
processes 
Understanding of different jobs that exist in the construction sector and how these contribute to 
successful projects 
Ability to plan construction projects and processes 

 
Key skills: 

 Practical skills 

 Leadership 

 Team work 

 Communication skills and problem solving.   

 Analysing and Interpreting information 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

1 Safety and security in 
construction 

Written exam paper (1 hour) externally 
assessed 

2 Developing construction 
projects 

Controlled assessment, internally 
assessed 

3 Planning construction projects Written exam paper (2 hours) externally 
assessed 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Further information about the qualification: 
Awarding Body:  EDUQAS                      
Course Number:  603/3068/5 
Contact:  Mrs M Norridge 
Email:   MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
  

mailto:MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Drama – Level 1/2 BETEC Tech Award in Performing Arts 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Trained as a devisor of Drama as well as an actor, a director and a theatre critic 

 Enhanced and utilised the 5 key skills that employers are looking for in new recruits 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Developed your knowledge of performing skills 
Developed your knowledge and understanding of the theory of drama including key drama practitioners 
and their work  
Developed your understanding of the entire theatre making process 
Developed your confidence and personal skills  
You will have learnt core acting skills and techniques using a range of voice and physical movement to 
help build characters for performance 
You will have worked on extracts of published texts and on an extended production where you will learn 
about the performance industry and other roles within the industry 
You will have learned how to keep a reflective log and how to track your performance or production 
progress whilst setting achievable and measurable targets 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Higher level thinking skills 

 Creativity 

 Leadership 

 Team work 

 Communication skills and problem solving.   

 Interview techniques and important presentation skills will be improved throughout this course. 
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  Title 

Unit 1 Exploring the Performing Arts (Internally assessed) 

Unit 2 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (Internally assessed) 

Unit 3 Performing to a brief (Externally assessed) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Pearson                     
Contact: Mrs K Bias                                           
Email: KBI@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 
  

mailto:KBI@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Food - Hospitality and Catering (Level 1 / 2 Award) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Gained a strong understanding of the vocational catering sector 

 Developed practical cookery skills 

 Prepared, cooked and presented nutritional dishes 

 Developed a strong understanding of nutrition and food safety 

 Learnt how products are developed in the catering industry 
 

You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Hospitality and catering industry 
Hospitality and catering in action 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Creativity 

 Food design 

 Team work 

 Evaluation 
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  Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1 Written Paper 
Exam (worth 40%) Externally 
assessed 

Unit 2 Controlled assessment 
Internally assessed 
coursework (worth 60%) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: WJEC 
Course Number: 601/7703/2 WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering 
Contact: Mrs M Norridge 
Email: MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Food - Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Developed practical cooking skills 

 Developed a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of 
food materials  

 Learnt how products are developed in the food industry 

 Completed a food investigation 

 Created a written portfolio to demonstrate planning, preparation, cooking, and presentation of food 
and application of nutrition 

 Prepared, cooked and presented a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than 
three hours, planning in advance how this can be achieved 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Food, nutrition and health 
Food science and safety 
Food choice and provenance 

 
Key skills: 
 

 Creativity 

 Food design 

 Team work 

 Evaluation 
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  Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1 Written Paper Exam (worth 50%) 

Unit 2 
Task 1: Food investigation 
Task 2: Food preparation 
assessment 

Externally assessed 
coursework (worth 50%) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: AQA 
Course Number: 8585  
Contact: Mrs M Norridge 
Email: MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Level 2 IT Creative Certificate 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Understood the key pre-production documents required when creating creative IT products 

 Planned, designed, created and evaluated of a number of IT products 

 Gained a range of creative iMedia skills in computer graphics, multimedia presentations and digital sound 

 Learnt about the importance of effective communication of creative concepts 

 Understand how society uses the technology required in creative iMedia 

 Understand the importance of file management and the various multimedia file formats 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Digital Graphics – Types of image formats, Photoshop, creating and re-purposing images 
Multimedia Products – Presentations, sound, video, target audience, interactivity 
Digital Sound – Types of sound formats, use of digital sound in industry, Audacity, recording sound 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Technological and information literacy skills   

 Pre-production skills 

 Communication skills 

 Innovation 

 Creativity 

 Analysis 

 Evaluation 
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 Title Style of Assessment Weighting 

Unit 1 Pre-production Skills 
1hr 15 minutes 

Written Examination 
25% 

Unit 2 Creating Digital Graphics Coursework Project 25% 

Unit 3 
Creating Interactive 
Multimedia Products 

Coursework Project 25% 

Unit 4 
Creating a Digital Sound 
Sequence 

Coursework Project 25% 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: OCR 
Course Number: J817 (subject to an annual review) 
Contact: Mr J Bugg 
Email:  JBU@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Creative Media (BTEC) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 
Understood how media products across the sectors target and engage audiences whilst delivering on a wide 
range of purposes 
Compared and contrasted a range of media products across the three sectors of media and from the past and 
current 
Learnt how to use production processes to reimagine an existing product 
Critiqued and analysed your own work and taken guidance from market research 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 

 Investigating Media Products  

 Developing Digital Media Production Skills 

 Creating a Media Product in response to a brief 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Transferable analytical and practical skills 

 Pre-production, production and post production skills 
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 Component 1: Investigating 
Media Products 

Component 2: Developing 
Digital Media Production Skills 

Component 3: Creating Media 
Product in Response to a Brief 

Two Reports  
30% of qualification 

Reimagine an Existing Media 
Product 30% of qualification 

Exam style Design Brief 
40% of qualification 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: EDEXCEL 
Contact: Mr Underhill 
Email: BUN@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Music (GCSE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 
Performed, composed and listened to a range of musical styles 
Developed practical performing and composing music skills  
Identified musical elements from familiar and unfamiliar music 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 

 Understanding Music (Western Classical Music 1650-1910, Popular Music, Traditional Music, Western 
Classical Music since 1910) 

 Performance (Solo and ensemble) 

 Composition 
 

Key skills: 
 

 Musical and creativity 

 Confidence and performance 

 Evaluation 
 

C
o

u
rs

e
 

Sp
ec

if
ic

at
io

n
 

Title Style of Assessment 

Component 1  Understanding Music Listening exam 

Component  2 Performing Music Coursework (one solo, one ensemble) 

Component 3 Composing Music Coursework (two compositions) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: AQA 
Course Number: 8271 
Contact:  Mrs B Leddie 
Email: BMO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 
You must be able to play an instrument or sing to a Grade 2 standard or equivalent in order to take 
this course. 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Music Technology – BTEC FIRST 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 

 Learned how to use equipment and recording software on a DAW like a professional 

 Used recording equipment to record your own music, original or inspired by music of your choice 

 Created sound to meet briefs given to you, as you would in the Music Industry 

 Developed a sound understanding of both the disciplines of Music Technology Recording and 
Computer Music Production 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
The Music Industry and managing a music product 
 
You will also have chosen to study from the following themes: Introducing Live Sound, Music Composition, 
Music Performance, Music Recording and Music Sequencing 

 
Key skills: 
 

 Musical 

 Creativity 

 Listening  

 Confidence and performance 

 Recording 

 Evaluation 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

Unit 1:  
Core Unit 

The Music Industry Externally Assessed portfolio 

Unit 2: 
Mandatory Unit 

Managing a Music 
Product 

Assignment portfolio 

Unit 3 Introducing Live Sound Assignment portfolio 

Unit 4 Introducing Music 
Composition 

Assignment portfolio 

Unit 5 Introducing Music 
Performance 

 

Unit 6 Introducing Music 
Recording 

 

Unit 7 Introducing Music 
Sequencing 

 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Pearson / BTEC First Music  
Course Number: 600/6818/8 
Contact: Mrs B. Leddie 
Email: BMO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Physical Education (PE) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Deepened your passion for sport and recreation 

 Developed knowledge and understanding through practical involvement 

 Learned about the benefits of sport and exercise 

 Improved your own performance in a range of sports roles 

 Deepened understanding of anatomy and physiology, movement analysis and physical training 

 Deepened understanding of health, fitness and well-being, sports psychology and socio-cultural 
influences 

 Performed in both team and individual sports 

 Designed, carried out, monitored, and then evaluated a Personal Exercise Programme 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Fitness & Body Systems 
Health and Performance  
Practical Performance 
Personal Exercise Programme 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Sporting 

 Endurance 

 Team work 

 Evaluation 
 

C
o

u
rs

e
 S

p
e

ci
fi

ca
ti

o
n

 

 Title Style of Assessment 

Component 1 Fitness and Body Systems Exam (36%) 

Component 2 Health and Performance Exam (24%) 

Component 3 Practical Performance On-going practical 
assessment (30%) 

Component 4 Personal Exercise Programme Controlled Assessment 
(10%) 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Edexcel                   
Contact: Mr G Clarke                  
Email: GCL@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 

 
  

mailto:GCL@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk


 

PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Sports Science (BTEC) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Deepened your passion for sport and recreation 

 Developed knowledge and understanding through practical involvement 

 Learned about the benefits of sport and exercise 

 Improved your own performance in a range of sports roles 

 Deepened understanding of anatomy and physiology, movement analysis and physical training 

 Deepened understanding of health, fitness and well-being, sports psychology and socio-cultural 
influences. 

 Performed in both team and individual sports 

 Designed, carried out, monitored, and then evaluated a Personal Exercise Programme 
 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Fitness for Sport and Exercise  

Practical Performance in Sport 

Applying the Principles of Training 

The Sports Performer in Action 

 
Key skills: 
 

 Sporting 

 Endurance 

 Team work 

 Evaluation 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

Fitness for Sport and Exercise Externally assessed – Online 

Practical  Performance in Sport Practical/theory Assignment 

The Sports Performer in Action Theory Assignment 

Applying the Principles of Training Practical/theory Assignment 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 

Contact: Mr G Clarke 

Email: GCL@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Product Design (GCSE Design and Technology) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 

 Developed an understanding of a wide range of technical, specialist and designing and making 
principles 

 Developed an in-depth understanding of woods and plastics 

 Completed a range of designing and making activities 

 Completed a single design and make activity based on a contextual challenge and produced a 20 page 
design portfolio and a working prototype/product using a range of materials 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Learning about a broad range materials and processes, with in-depth knowledge covering woods and 
plastics 
Learning how things work 
Understanding users 
Designing and making 
Evaluating your own work and others 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Investigating 

 Designing 

 Making 

 Analysing and evaluating 
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 Title Style of Assessment 

Exam 
paper 

Paper 1: 
Section A: Core technical principles 
Section B: Specialist technical 
principles 
Section C: Designing and making 
principles 

Written exam: 2 hours  
100 marks 
50% of GCSE (15% is based on 
Maths and Science knowledge) 

NEA 
 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) – 
practical application of the above 
principles 

NEA approximately 30-35 hours 
100 marks50% of GCSE 

 
Further information about the qualification: 
 
Awarding Body: AQA 
Course Number:  8552 
Contact: Mrs S Sheldon or Mrs M Norridge  
Email: SSE@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk or MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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PART THREE: CREATIVE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

Art and Design (Textiles) 
 
 
By the end of Year 11 you will have: 
 

 Learned how to investigate and appreciate a range of work produced by artists, craftspeople and 
designers, from different cultures 

 Developed skills and confidence when working with new and exciting textile techniques 

 Developed your design skills through the use of 2D and 3D media  

 Analysed and evaluated images, objects and artefacts showing understanding of context 

 Developed and explored ideas using media, processes and resources, reviewing, modifying and 
refining work as it progresses 

 Recorded observations, experiences and ideas in forms that are appropriate to your intentions 

 Presented a personal response, realising intentions and making informed connections with the work 
of others 

 
You will have studied the following themes and developed the following skills: 
 
Textile design techniques and processes with fibres, threads, yarns, dyes and fabrics.  
Weaving, knitting, felt making, printmaking, embellishing and hand embroidery 
Sewing machine techniques including appliqué, reverse appliqué, quilting, machine embroidery and 
construction methods for sculptures or garments 
 
Key skills: 
 

 Investigating 

 Designing 

 Making 

 Analysing and evaluating 
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 Title Style of Assessment Examined 

Component 1  No time limit 
96 marks     60% of GCSE 
 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by 
the school and moderated by AQA.  

Component 2  Preparatory period 
followed by 10 hours of 
supervised time 
96 marks     40% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; 
marked by the school and moderated by AQA.   
 

 
 
Further information about the qualification: 
Awarding Body: AQA 
Course Number: (QN): 601/0043/6   
Contact: Mrs S Sheldon or Mrs M Norridge 
Email: SSE@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk or MNO@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
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