
C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages– Hippocrates + the Theory of the Four 
Humours 

Questions Answers 
1. What is Hippocrates title? Father of medicine 
2. Name the 4 elements  Earth/fire/water/air  
3. Name the 4 humours  Blood/Phlegm/Black bile/Yellow bile 
4. Name the 3 possible cures for 

an imbalance  
Bleeding/purging/vomiting  

5. The theory of the 4 humours 
lasted for how long? 

2000 years  

6. What was the theory of the 4 
humours? 

They believed the body was made up 
of 4 humours and if they were out of 
balance you would be ill.  

7. What were the 4 major 
contributions Hippocrates 
made to the development of 
medicine? 

Theory of 4 humours, clinical 
observation,  Hippocratic oath and the 
Hippocratic collection of books 

8. Why was the Hippocratic Oath 
so important? 

Because doctors made a promise to do 
their best for their patients then the 
patients trusted them 

9. What was the process of 
clinical observation? 

Observing and recording  

10. Why was the Hippocratic 
collection of books so 
important? 

They meant other doctors could learn 
more about medicine 
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1. What was no-man’s land? Area between two opposing lines 
of trenches 

2. How deep were the trenches 
generally? 

2.5 metres 

3. What was the frontline trench? Where attacked would be made 
from 

4. What was the reserve trench? 100 metres behind the support 
trench – reserve troops would be 
mobilised for a counter attack if 
the frontline trench was captured 

5. What was the support trench? 80 metres behind the front line – 
troops would retreat here 

6. What was the Communications trench? Ran between the other trenches 
7. What were the holes dug into the side 

of trenches called? 
Dugouts 

8. Where was artillery placed? 2.5km behind frontline 
9. Name 3 features of a front line trench Barbed wire 

Parapet 
Elbow rest 
Sand bags 
Duck boards 
Fire step 
Ammunition shelf 

10. When was the battle of Arras? 1917 
11. When was the battle of the Somme? July-Nov 1916 
12. In which battle were the first large 
scale tanks used? 

Cambrai, 1917 

13. In which battle was gas first used? 2nd Battle of Ypres, May 1915 
14. What shape were trenches dug in? Zig-zag 
15.  Describe the terrain of the trenches.  Deep mud and waterlogged, 

craters and holes from explosions.  
 

The historic environment: The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18 



C1500 – c1700: The Renaissance – The Great Plague 

Questions Answers 

1. What year did the plague start? 1665 
 

2. Name two things the Lord Mayor of London 
ordered during the Plague 

 

Kill cats and dogs and light fires 
to keep the air clean 
 

3.  Give 3 symptoms of the plague Vomiting, bleeding under the 
skin and buboes 
 

4.  There was a much better understanding of 
what caused the plague compared to the 
Black Death. True of False 

False 
 

5. What was the primary reason for the spread 
of the plague 

 

Rats 

6. What did people believe you could catch the 
plague from? 

Bad air (miasma) 

7. How did people try to protect themselves 
against the plague? 

Smelling spices 

8. Why did plague doctors wear a long black 
outfit? 

To avoid catching the disease 

 
9. Why did people paint a red cross on their 

door during the plague? 
To warn others there was a 
plague victim in the house 

10.  How many people were killed by the 
plague? 

100,000 or 1/5 of the 
population of London 

  

   



Questions Answers 
1. What is the scientific term for 

decaying matter?  
1. Spontaneous generation.  

2. Did people still believe in 
miasma?  

2. Yes but becoming less popular.  

3. What piece of technology had 
improved by 1850?  

3. Microscopes  

4. What year did Louis Pasteur 
publish his Germ Theory?  

4. 1861  

5. What did Pasteur’s Germ 
Theory show?  

5. That spontaneous generation was 
wrong.  

6. What did Pasteur prove?  6. That microbes (bacteria or germs) in 
the air cause decay – germs caused 
disease.   

7. Who was Pasteur’s 
competitor? Nationality & job 
role?  

7. Robert Koch – German 
doctor/scientist 

8. What discoveries did Koch 
make?  

8. Specific microbes caused disease TB 
(1882), and cholera (1883).  

9. What strategies did Koch 
develop?  

9. Easier way of growing bacteria on 
agar jelly & chemical dyes stained 
bacteria.  

10.  Whose work had the most 
influence and why?  

10. Koch, inspired others to research 
other microbes.  

11. What did the Germ Theory not 
have an impact on?  

11. Doctors medical treatment and 
prevention. 

12. What nationality was Pasteur?  12.French 

13. What two vaccinations did 
Pasteur create?  

13.Chicken cholera and anthrax 

14. Name 3 factors that led to the 
development of the Germ 
Theory  

• Technology – microscopes 
• Scientific methods 
• Institutions – French Academy of 

Science 
• Industry – Brewing (wine) company 

who financed P’s research 
15.Why did Pasteur face less 
opposition to his vaccinations than 
Jenner?  

15.Pasteur was able to explain why his 
vaccination worked.  

C1700 – c1900: 18th & 19th Century -  Germ Theory and microbes (change & 
continuity) 



 



Questions Answers 

1. What did Florence Nightingale 
improve?  

1. Hospital care 

2. Which war did Nightingale serve in?  2.Crimean War – (1854-56) 
 

3.  Where did Nightingale train?  3. Nursing school in Kaiserwerth 
hospital, Germany.  

4.  How does miasma link to Nightingale? 
What improvements did she make in 
hospitals?   

4. Believed miasma caused disease. 
So emphasised hygiene, fresh air, 
good supplies and training for nurses.  

5. Due to Nightingale’s work, how far did 
the death rate fall in Scutari hospital?  

5.Fell from 43% to 2% 

6. What was the impact of Nightingale in 
Britain?  

6. Reported in newspapers, published 
books on nursing & hospital 
organisation and set up a training 
school for nurses/midwives.  

7. What were hospitals like at the 
beginning of the 19th century  

• Created a home atmosphere 
• Parents and visitors helped nurses 
• Elderly, sick, disabled poor sent to 

workhouses 

8. What were hospitals like by the end of 
the 19th century?   

• Hospital cleanliness  
• Organisation improved 
• Nurses better trained – central 

role/assisting doctors 
• Infirmaries – for poorest in society 
• Asylums set up – mentally ill 
• Fever houses – infectious diseases  

 

C1700 – c1900: 18th and 19th Century – Improvements in hospital care 



Questions Answers 

1. What were the problems in surgery?  1.Blood loss, pain and infection 
 

2. Something that fights against sepsis and 
the microbes that creates infections?  

 

2.Antiseptic  
 

3.  What is the word for something sterile 
or free from infection?  

3.Aseptic  

4.  What is a substance that makes you 
not feel pain? 

4.Anaesthetic  

5. What was the operation called that was 
most commonly done pre anaesthetics?  

5.Amputations 

6. What substances were used before 
1800 to ease pain during operations?  

6.Alcohol and opium  

7. What substance was used in 1844? 7.Laughing gas 

8. What was the problem with laughing 
gas? 

8.Failed to ease all pain and patients 
remained conscious 

9. What substance was used from 1846?  9.Ether 
10.  What problems did Ether cause for 

patients? 
10. Make patients cough during 
operations and sick afterwards.  

11.   What substance was used from 1847?  11. Chloroform.  

12. What problems did Chloroform cause 
for patients? 

12. Very few side effects. Dosage – 
too much could kill because of the 
effect of their heart.  

13.  What was the main reason patients 
died post-surgery? 

13.Infections 

14. What did Lister read to inform him? 14.Pasteur’s Germ Theory 

15.  What year did Lister use carbolic acid 
on wounds and equipment? 

15.1866 

16. What impact did Lister have by 1900? • Operating theatres thoroughly 
cleaned 

• Wards thoroughly cleaned 
• Surgeons and nurses wore 

C1700 – c1900: 18th and 19th Century – Surgery: anaesthetics and antiseptics 



sterilised clothing 
• Used sterilised instruments 

17.  What opposition was there to 
anaesthetics? 

17. Being unconscious for a long 
period of time made patients more 
likely to die. 

18.  What religious opposition was there to 
anaesthetics? 

18. God caused pain, so it was 
wrong to interfere with His pain. 

19.  Who used Chloroform in childbirth and 
made its use more acceptable? 

19.Queen Victoria 

20.  What was the impact of anaesthetics 
and antiseptics? 

• Less pain 
• Surgeons could operate for long 
• Deeper, more complex surgeries 
• Death rate dramatically 

decreased 
• Infection was reduced 
• Led to aseptic surgery = reduced 

infections 
 



C1700 – c1900: 18th and 19th Century: Prevention of disease: Public Health & 
Pasteur 

1. When were the three big cholera 
outbreak?  

1831, 1848-9 and 1854 

2. What did people believe caused 
disease in 1854? 

Miasma and spontaneous 
generation  

3. Who did Cholera affect? The poor 
4. Why did people die of cholera? No treatment in the 19th 

century 
5. What year was the Public Health Act? 5.1875 
6. What did city authorities have to 

provide? 
• Clean water 
• Sewers  
• Public toilets 
• Street lighting  
• Public parks 

7. How did the Public Health Act monitor 
these changes? 

7.Employed a public officer of 
health to monitor disease 

8. What prevention of disease was 
published in 1861? 

8. Pasteur’s Germ Theory of 
Infection 

9. Who did Pasteur admire? 9.Jenner 
10. What was Pasteur’s discovery?  10.Weakened version of a 

disease-causing microbe could 
be used to create immunity 
from that disease 
 

 

  
 



C1700 – c1900: 18th and 19th Century  – Jenner and vaccination 

Questions Answers 

1. What was the name of the method of 
preventing smallpox before vaccination 
 

Inoculation 
 

1.  Where did Jenner work as a doctor? Gloucestershire 
 

2.  Jenner noticed that women who did what 
job never got smallpox? 

Milkmaid 
 

3. Jenner believed if you had what disease then 
you wouldn’t get smallpox? 

Coxpox 

4. What was the name of the young boy Jenner 
deliberately gave smallpox to? 

 

James Phipps 

6. What happened to the boy when he was 
inoculated with smallpox? 

Nothing at all 

7. What was the main reason doctors were 
against vaccination? 

They did not want to lose 
income 

8. What was the  other main opposition group 
to vaccination 

The church 

9. Give 2 reasons for opposition to vaccinations Ungodly and concerns about 
safety 

10. When was the vaccination for smallpox 
made compulsory? 

1852 

 
  

   



C1700-c1900: 18th and 19th Century:  John Snow 

1. When were the three big cholera 
outbreak?  

1831, 1848-9 and 1854 

2. What did people believed caused disease 
in 1854? 

Miasma and spontaneous 
generation  

3. Who did Cholera affect? The poor 
4. Why did people die of cholera? No treatment in the 19th 

century 
5. What method did Snow use to find the 

source of the outbreak of cholera? 
Mapped out all the cases of 
cholera 

6. What did Snow discover? Cholera was a waterborne 
disease 

7. How did Snow prove his discovery? Took away the handle 
8. What were the symptoms of cholera?  It causes severe diarrhoea 

and vomiting leading to 
dehydration  

9. What were the longer-term impacts of 
Snow’s work? 

Helped make links between 
dirty water and disease, 
leading to the Public Health 
Act in 1875.  

10. What was the consequence of Snow’s 
discovery? 

Water supplies were 
improved 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



1. What did Mendel discover in the 19th 
century? 

1.How human characteristics 
could be passed between 
generations 

2. What new technology was used to 
analyse human cells in the 20th 
century?  

2. Electron microscopes, X-rays.  

3. What was discovered about cells? 3. Every cell in the body 
contains DNA – codes 
controlling the genes of each 
person. 

4. What are the names of the two 
scientists who worked on DNA? 

4.James Watson and Francis 
Crick 

5. What year did they discover the 
double helix structure of DNA? 

5.1953 

6. What programme did Watson begin in 
1990? 

6. The Human Genome Project 
and started identifying and 
mapping every gene in human 
DNA.  

7. Name 3 benefits of the Human 
Genome Project. 

• Better understanding of 
some genetic conditions, eg 
Down’s syndrome 

• Predicting higher risk of 
developing some cancers 

• Stem cells can be grown into 
different cells 

8. Name 2 negatives that have not yet 
been discovered from the Human 
Genome Project 

• No cure or effective 
treatment for most genetic 
conditions 

• No way of preventing most 
genetic diseases 

9. Which 3 lifestyle factors had a 
negative impact of people’s lives  

9. Smoking, drinking alcohol 
and diet.  

10.  What did smoking cause? • Emphysema 
• High blood pressure 
• Heart disease 
• Cancer 

11.  What did drinking alcohol cause? • Many cancers 
• Liver & kidney disease 

12. What did a poor diet cause? • Cancer  
• Heart disease 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: Genetics and life styles  



 



1. Which factors helped medicine during 
the 20th century? 

1.Science and technology 

2.  Give 3 devices used to diagnose illness 
during the 20th century 

• Laboratories 
• X-rays/scan and endoscopies 
• Monitors 

3. What is the purpose of x-rays? 3. To ‘see’ inside the body with 
more clarity that ever before 

4. What is the purpose of blood samples? 4. Analysing blood means that a 
huge number of diseases are 
now diagnosed and monitored 
without the need for surgical 
investigation.  

5. What technology was used in the 20th 
and 21st century medicine? -11 in totoal. 

1. Incubators 
2. X-rays 
3. Prosthetic limbs 
4. MRI, CT and ultrasound 

scans  
5. Endoscopes 
6. Pacemakers 
7. Dialysis machines 
8. Insulin pumps 
9. Blood pressure and blood 

sugar monitors  
10. Hypodermic needles 
11. Microscopes 

6. What non science and technological 
methods were used by doctors? 

• Doctors examining patients 
and using their own 
knowledge. 

• Medical textbooks/articles 
 

 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: Improvements in diagnosis   
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1. Who was the first person to use the term 
‘magic bullet’? 

1.Paul Ehrlich 

2. What would a magic bullet do? 2. A chemical compound that 
would attack and kill the 
microbe causing a specific 
disease. 

3. Who did Ehrlich’s team get funding from? 3.German government  
4. What disease did Ehrlich try to cure? 4.Syphillis   
5. Which Japanese team member retested 

over 600 compounds to find the magic 
bullet? 

5.Dr Hata 

6. How many compounds did it take for Dr 
Hata to discover the compound that 
worked? 

6.The 606th – Salvarson 606 

7. Who discovered the second magic bullet? 7. Gerhard Domagk.  
8. What year was the magic bullet 

discovered? 
8.1832 

9. What did the second bullet cure? 9. Some types of blood 
poisoning and cured 
pneumonia, scarlet fever and 
meningitis. 

10. What was the second magic bullet 
called? 

10. Prontosil. 

11.  Name three advances in surgery? • Keyhole  
• Microsurgery  
• Robotic  

12. What was the benefit of 
keyhole/microsurgery for a patient? 

12. Surgeons can use small 
incisions instead of large cuts to 
access the body, which reduced 
patients’ recovery time.  

13. What was the benefit of robotic surgery 
for a patient? 

13.Surgery could be carried out 
remotely, with surgeons 
controlling robots through 
computers.  

 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: Change in care and treatment  



C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages  -  Galen + the Theory of the Opposites 

Questions Answers 
1. What was the main theory of 

Hippocrates adopted by Galen 
Four humours 

2. What was the new title given 
to the theory by Galen 

Theory of Opposites 

3. What was the number of years 
between Hippocrates and 
Galen (to nearest 100) 

600 

4. Galen put on public 
vivisections in the style of….. 

A showman 

5. Name three animals vivisected 
by Galen 

Pigs, apes and monkeys 

6. What system did Galen learn 
about by paralysing animals 

The nervous system 

7. Name two Renaissance 
individuals directly influenced 
by Galen 

Vesalius and Harvey 

8. Which organisation supported 
the ideas of Galen 

The church 

9. What did Galen believe about 
the human jaw bone 

There were two bones and not one 

10. What did Galen believe about 
the heart 

The liver made blood for the veins and 
the heart made blood for the arteries. 

    



1. What in the Western Front caused 
a great risk of infection? 

Fertiliser in the farm land 

2. What form of transport would a 
wounded soldier be transported 
in first? 

Stretcher Bearers 

3. Describe one problem with this 
transport 

• Stretcher bearers were 
exposed to shell fire and 
dangerous conditions 

• Needed 4 men to carry a 
person 

4. Describe one problem with a 
horse drawn ambulance 

Patients were shaken 

5. How many motor ambulances 
were purchased from charitable 
contributions 

512 

6. When were motor ambulances 
introduced in the Western Front? 

October 1914 

7. Who raised money for the motor 
ambulances? 

Red Cross 

8. When did the first ambulance 
train arrive in France? 

November 1914 

9. what was the order of the 
evacuation route? 

Regimental Aid Post, Field 
Ambulance, Dressing Stations, 
Casualty Clearing Station and 
Base Hospital. 

10. French trains containing 
operating theatres caused what 
problem? 

Damaged the war effort 
because they couldn’t be used 
to transport soldiers.  

 

The historic environment: The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18 



1. What year was the NHS set up? 1.1948 
2. What funds the NHS? 2.Taxes 
3. Who put forward the plan for the NHS? 3. William Beveridge (civil 

servant) 
4. Who put the plan for the NHS into place? 4.Aneurin Bevan (Minister for 

Health) 
5. What was the saying of the NHS? 5.”From cradle to grave” 
6. Why did doctors oppose the NHS to 

begin with? 
6.Because they were worried 
about getting paid less and 
losing patients 

7. What 5 systems did the NHS provide? • Seeing a GP 
• Hospital care and operations 
• Health visitors for pregnant 

women and young children 
• Ambulances and emergency 

treatment 
• Health care for the elderly  

8. What was made compulsory by the 
government? 

8.Vaccinations 

9. What was the main benefit of the NHS? 9. It was free, so everyone could 
access the same care. 

10.  What public health preventions did the 
government put in place in 1948? 

• Better disposal of rubbish 
and sewage 

• Laws reducing air and water 
pollution 

• Laws banning the advertising 
of cigarettes and smoking in 
public places 

• Environmental health 
officers inspecting food 
outlets.  

 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: Preventing disease  



1. What year was penicillin discovered? 1.1928 
2. How did Fleming discover penicillin? 2. Bacteria in a petri dish was 

being killed by a penicillium 
mould. The mould produced an 
excellent antibiotic (penicillin).  

3. How did Fleming’s previous work help the 
discovery of penicillin? 

3. Worked on the battlefields of 
WW1. Studied soldiers’ infected 
wounds and tried to find 
treatments.  

4. What two aspects hindered Fleming’s 
work in 1929? 

4. Did not believe that penicillin 
would work on living people 
and no funding to continue his 
research. 

5. Who were the two men who continued 
Fleming’s work? 

5. Florey and Chain 

6. Which animal did penicillin work on in 
1940? 

6. Mice 

7. Who helped to fund the production of 
penicillin? 

7. US drug companies 

8. What year did the US drug companies 
begin to support the production of 
penicillin? 

8.1941 

9. What year did mass production of 
penicillin begin in the US? 

9. 1942 

10. What year did mass production of 
penicillin begin in the UK? 

10.1943 

11. Which world event helped the mass 
production of penicillin? 

11. USA entering World War 
Two. 

 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: The development of penicillin 



1. Name 6 diagnosis’s of lung cancer • Persistent cough 
• Coughing up blood 
• Breathlessness  
• Tiredness 
• Unexplained weight loss 
• Repeated chest infections 

2. How is lung cancer diagnosed? 2. CT scan 
3. Name 3 methods of treatment for lung 
cancer 

• Surgery to remove the 
tumour 

• Radiotherapy to shrink the 
tumour 

• Chemotherapy to shrink or 
prevent the cancer 
returning. 

4. List the 7 methods used by the UK 
government to reduce the number of people 
smoking. 

• TV advertising 
• Tax increase 
• Banned in public places 
• Legal age raised 
• Educate people 
• No visibility in shops 
• Packaging became 

standardised  
5. What year was TV advertising banned? 5. 1965  
6. What year was smoking banned in public 
places? 

6. 2007  

7. What year was cigarette packaging 
standardised? 

7. 2016  

8. What would be seen on cigarette 
packets? 

8. Sold in green packets and 
with graphic warnings of the 
dangers, whatever the brand. 

 

C1900 – present: Modern Britain: The fight against lung cancer  



1. Name 3 illnesses that soldiers 
suffered from in the trenches 

• Trench fever 
• Trench foot 
• Shell shock 

2. How did they try to avoid trench 
foot? 

Change of socks, rub whale oil 
on feet 

3. When was the steel helmet 
introduced into the trenches? 

Autumn of 1915 

4. What was the speed of the 
machine guns used in the 
trenches? 

500 rounds per minute 

5. What were the 3 gases used in 
WW1? 

• Chlorine  
• Phosgene  
• Mustard  

6. How many soldiers died from gas 
attacks? 

Fewer than 5% 

7. What does FANY stand for? First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 
8. What did the FANY do in WW1? Care for wounded (untrained) 

and drive ambulances 
9. What does RAMC stand for? Royal Army Medical Corps  
10. How many RAMC were there by 
1918? 

113,000 

11. Where was the underground 
hospital? 

Arras 

13. Where would you find x-ray 
machines? 

13.CCS and Base Hospitals  

 

The historic environment: The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18 



 

Questions Answers 
1. What did the Church teach 

about the cause of disease?  
1. God made people ill because He was 
either displeased with them or testing 
people’s faith.  

2. How did people’s belief that 
God was the main cause of 
disease prevent progress?  

2. People believed there was no need 
for further medical research for 
rational explanations.  

3. What was the impact of 
Astrology?  

3. Some people believed the alignment 
of planets and stars was thought to 
cause some diseases.  

4. What did the Church 
discourage?  

4.Dissection  

5. How did ordinary people learn 
during the Middle Ages?  

5. By the Church, which set up 
universities where physicians were 
trained.  

6. Who could read during the 
Middle Ages?  

6. Monks and priests.  

7. What methods of explanation 
for disease did the Church 
approve of?  

7. Traditional and rational 
explanations. Galen’s belief as it fitted 
with Christian beliefs.   

8. Where did people go to be 
cared for?  

8.Monasties  

9. Where were medical books 
stored?  

9. In Monasteries, owned by the 
Church.  

10. Were people able to challenge 
the Churches ideas?  

10. No, people were not able to 
challenge ideas and authority.  

C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages Ideas: supernatural and religious 
explanations. 



 

Questions Answers 
1. Name the most common 

rational treatment. 
1.  Bloodletting 

2. How was Bloodletting 
performed?  

2. Cutting a vein, using leeches or by 
cupping. 

3. Who performed Bloodletting? 3. Physicians, mostly done by barber-
surgeons or non-medical persons.  

4. What was purging? 4. Making a patient vomit or go to the 
toilet.  

5. Name 4 Religious and 
supernatural methods 
to prevent illness 

• Christian life: praying, going to 
church. 

• Chanting incantations 
• Carrying lucky charms 
• Self-punishment: flagellation.  

6. Name 6 rational methods 
to prevent illness  

• Keep streets clean 
• Bathing and washing 
• Purifying the air 
• Bleeding and purging  
• Exercising  
• Not overheating 

7. What were 3 traditional 
remedies?  

• Herbs 
• Food 
• Ointments.  

8. Name 4 Religious treatments • Praying 
• Fasting 
• Going on a pilgrimage  
• Paying for a special Mass to be said 

9. What was a supernatural 
treatment?  

9. Hanging a magpie’s beak around 
your neck to cure toothache 

10.  What was Miasma? 10. Theory that ‘bad air’ caused 
disease. Bad smells = sin.  

C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages - Approaches to prevention and treatment in 
Medieval England.  



1. What invention had been made in 
1895 that helped in WW1? 

X-rays 

2. What discovery in 1901 helped stop 
soldiers die from blood loss? 

Blood groups  

3. What was aspetic surgery? Operating threate and staff 
thoroughly cleaned before surgery 
begins 

4. Why did soldiers still get infections? Antiseptic and aspetic surgery was 
impossible in dressing and 
casualty clearing stations 

5. What was the new technique 
developed to deal with infections? 

Carrel-Dakin method – pass 
sterilised salt solution through 
wound  

6. What would surgeons do if the 
infection was deep? 

Surgically remove all infected 
tissue  

7. What was the problem with blood 
transfusions at the start of the war? 

No way to store blood 

8. What chemical made blood storage 
possible? 

Sodium citrate  

9. What battle was the first one to 
have a blood bank set up in 
preparation for it? 

Battle of Cambrai 1917 

10. What did the Thomas Splint stop? Deaths from fractures causing 
fatal blood loss.  

11. How did the Thomas Splint work? Kept the leg in place 
12. What type of surgery was improved 

in WW1? 
Plastic surgery  

13. How was the problem of needing x-
rays on the western front solved? 

Mobile x-ray units  

14. What was so useful about an x-ray? Locating bullets and shrapnel 
15. What type of injury increased and 

led to better surgery? 
Brain  

 

The historic environment: The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18 



 

Questions Answers 
1. List four people who treated 

the sick  
• Barber-surgeons 
• Apothecaries 
• Physicians 
• Women ‘wise woman’  

2. What did Barber-surgeons do?  2. Bloodletting, pulling teeth and 
lancing boils.  
Basic surgery: amputating limbs.  

 
3. What did Physicians do?  3. Diagnosed illnesses and gave 

treatments. 
4. What did Apothecaries do?  4. Mixed medicines and ointments.  
5. Who were medically trained?  5. Physicians  
6. Who did most people receive 

treatment from?  
6. Women in the home.  

7. How did physicians treat 
patients?  

7. Checked pulse, skin colour and urine.   

8. Who ran Hospitals?  8.Monks and nuns 
9. How were patients treated?  9. Recuperation (recovery) rather than 

places for treatment of disease 
10.  Who was not admitted into 

the Hospitals?  
10. People with infectious or incurable 
diseases.  

C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages: Hospital care during Medieval England. 



C1250 – c1500: The Middle Ages  – Black Death, 1348-49 

Questions Answers 
1. Where did the Black Death originate? China 
2. When did the Black Death first arrive in 

England? 
1348 

3. Name 3 symptoms of the Black Death Fever, buboes, dizzy, 
temperature 

4. Give 3 irrational explanations for the Black 
death 

Punishment from God, 
movement of the planets, 
witchcraft 

5. Give two rational explanations for the black 
death 

Imbalance of the humours and 
miasma(bad air) 

6. Give 3 irrational ways people tried to treat 
the Black Death 

Flagellants, charms, putting a 
chicken on buboes  

7. What factor made people believe the BD was 
a punishment from God? 

Religion 

8. What proportion of the population do most 
historians believe that Black Death killed? 

half 

9. What insect was actually spreading the 
disease around? 

Fleas  

10.  Give 2 treatments for Black Death that 
might have helped.  

Killing cats and dogs and 
cleaning up streets with 
rubbish 
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Questions Answers 
1. What does Renaissance mean?  1.’Re-birth’  
2.  What causes of disease were 

the similar in Renaissance and 
Medieval Period.  

2. Miasma and Theory of Four 
Humours.  

3.  What causes of disease 
changed in Renaissance from 
Medieval Period.  

3. Supernatural or religious (God) 
causes.  

4.  Which cause of disease 
declined by 1700 

4. Theory of Four Humours.  

5. Which factor progressed 
during the Renaissance 
period?  

5. Science (Scientific approaches) 

6. What did physicians stop using 
for diagnoses?  

6. Astrology charts, urine charts.  

7. What did physicians develop?  7. Observations and examinations of 
their patients.  

8. When did Thomas Sydenham 
work as a doctor?  

8. 1660s and 70s.  

9. What were Thomas 
Sydenham’s’ theories?  

• Observed patients and recorded 
symptoms in detail.  

• Disease had nothing to do with 
the nature of the person who 
had it.  

• Treatment of disease as a whole 
and didn’t treat individual 
symptoms.  

10.  What was Thomas Sydenham 
known as?  

10. ‘English Hippocrates’ – influence on 
doctors.  

C1500 – c1700: The Renaissance - Continuity and change to explain causes of 
disease & Thomas Sydenham  



 

Questions Answers 
1. What factor to share ideas 

developed during the 
Renaissance?  

1. Communication  

2.  When was the Printing Press 
invented?  

2. 1440 

3.  How did the Printing Press 
help medical progress?  

3. Exact copies of texts could be 
produced in a short amount of time, 
faster and to a wider area. 

4.  Which organisation did the 
Printing Press reduce the 
power of?  

4. The Church  

5. What year was the Royal 
Society set up?  

5. 1660 

6. What were the aims of the 
Royal Society?  

6. Carrying out and recording results of 
experiments, sharing knowledge and 
encouraging new theories.  

7. What was published in 1665?  7. A journal Philosophical Transactions 
8. What could scientists do with 

this journal?  
8. Share their work and ideas and also 
challenge each other.  

9. How did the Royal Society help 
progress medicine?  

9.News of findings could spread 
through the medical community 
quickly.  

10.  Which monarch gave Royal 
Charter (right) to the Royal 
Society? 

10. King Charles II (1660 – 1685) 

C1500 – c1700: The Renaissance -  Printing Press and the Royal Society.  



C1500 – c1700: The Renaissance – Renaissance stars; Vesalius & Harvey  

Questions Answers 

1. Vesalius preferred what method of teaching? 
 

Public Dissections 
 

2.  Many of his experiments were performed 
on what type of corpse? 

Executed Criminals 
 

3. What was Vesalius’ first book called? 
 

The fabric of the human body 

4. What two ways did Vesalius prove Galen 
wrong? 
 

That the human jaw has one 
bone and not two and the 
breastbone is made of 3 parts  

5.  What animals did Harvey dissect Frogs 
 

6. What was the name of Harvey’s book? 
 

On the motion of the Human 
heart 

7. What did Harvey prove? 
 

The heart was a pump which 
forced blood around the body 
through arteries.  

 
8. How did Harvey prove Galen wrong? 

 
Galen believed that the body 
was constantly producing new 
blood  

9. What was Sydenham’s book called? Observation Medicine 
10.   What did Sydenham discover? The symptoms to Scarlett Fever 

and quinine cured malaria 
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