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Urbanisation
Urbanisation is the increase in the percentage of people
living in towns and cities, causing them to grow.
Urbanisation is happening because of two reasons:
1. Natural Increase – birth rates are high and death
rates are low so there is a net increase.
1. Migration (rural to urban) –
people are leaving the countryside and moving to cities.

A megacity is
a city of more
than 10 million
people.
They are
increasing,
especially
within Asia.

• Overall there has been an increase
in world urbanisation, which will
continue.
• North America currently has the
highest rate of urbanisation &
Africa has the lowest.
• Africa & Asia are currently
experiencing the most rapid rates
of urbanisation as both natural
increase & rural to urban migration
increases the percentage of the
population living within urban
areas in these regions.
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Rural to Urban migration
PUSH
FACTORS
Things that
make a person
want to leave
an area and
move
somewhere
else

War
Lack of medical care
Poor variety of jobs
Drought & famine
Natural disasters

PULL
FACTORS
Things
that
attract a
person to
move to a
certain
place

Access to health services
Entertainment facilities
Better paid jobs
`
Good transport links
Colleges and universities

Developed Countries
• Urban growth was mainly in
the 19th Century
• Industrial Revolution led to
rural-urban migration (less
farmers needed and factories
in towns created jobs
requiring a lot of labour)
• More recently counterurbanisation has occurred
(people move from urban
areas)
Developing/Emerging Countries
• Most growth in last 50 years
• Rapid growth and rapid rural
to urban migration = shanty
town settlements.
• Economic development is
focussed on the urban
centres, rural areas are often
4
poorer.

Urbanisation in
the UK

Scottish
Highlands

Population: the total number
of people
Population Density: the
number of people per square
kilometre

Most growth has been in the tertiary
(service) and quaternary (research)
sectors. The majority of these jobs are
located in the south east of the UK.
E.g. Financial services in London.
People will migrate to find
employment opportunities.

Physical Factors
Mountains make
communication difficult
Poor climate & poor soil can
mean inability to farm

Political Factors

The government can provide
businesses incentives to locate in
certain areas. For example locating
within an enterprise zone may give
businesses a tax break.

Historical Factors

Factory towns often
developed near to coalfields as
this was used to manufacture
steel and as a power source for
other factories

Economic Factors

London

Governments may use these to try &
regenerate an area to bring jobs and
stop out migration from an area.
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The Site, Situation, Structure and Function of Birmingham
Key Words
Site- The actual location of a
settlement; the point where it first
grew from
Situation- Where the settlement is
compared with the surrounding area
Function- the primary purpose of a
settlement
Structure- The way the settlement has
developed
CBD
Oldest area of city- but
many new buildings as
areas have been
redeveloped- e.g. The
Bull Ring Shopping
Centre.
Buildings- Department
stores, offices, theatres
and hotels.
Function- Centre of
government,
commercial
Expensive land

CBD

Inner City
Originally 19th century
housing. Redeveloped in
1970s into
Comprehensive
development Areas.
Houses- Tower blocks
and high density terraces.
Other- Shops, factories
and churches.

INNER CITY

Industrial

Suburbs
- Large part of city’s area
- Some built in Victorian
times, some built in
1930s, 1950s and 1960s.
- Low density housing,
shops and good quality
green space.

SUBURBS

Birmingham
Site- on a dry point site on a south facing ridge overlooking
a crossing point of the river Rea (defensive position)
Situation- Centre of Birmingham plateau, surrounded by
Stafford, Worcester and Warwick.
Original Function- Market town then industrial
Function now - conference centre, commercial

Rural Urban Fringe
- Where town meets
country.
- Mixture of land useshousing, golf courses,
business parks and
airports.

Industrial Zones
- Radiate out from centre of
city- two important ones
east and north east of the
city.
- Close to the main roads

RURAL- URBAN FRINGE
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The Cycle of Urbanisation
Urbanisation in Birmingham
When: 18th and 19th Centuries
Why: industrialisation occurred and there were
many jobs in factories manufacturing jewellary,
guns, buttons and brass. People moved from
countryside to city.

Re- urbanisation in
Birmingham
When: After 1900
Why: Many people now want
to move close to the facilities
in the city centre. New canal
side apartments were built
and many areas of the city
have been redeveloped. E.g.
The bull Ring Shopping
centre.

UrbanisationMoving From rural
areas to cities

SuburbanisationMoving from the
CBD/ Inner City to
suburbs

Re-urbanisationMoving back to
cities

CounterurbanisationMoving from cities
to rural areas

Suburbanisation in Birmingham
When: 1920s and 1930s
Why: Large estates of council
houses and private houses were
built as the city had to expand due
to more people living in
Birmingham,

Counter urbanisation in Birmingham
When: 1970s onwards
Why: Many inner city areas in Birmingham were
redeveloped to create comprehensive development
areas. Many old terraced houses were demolished. This
forced people to move to estates on the rural urban
fringe.

7

Key Population Characteristics

Birmingham’s population grew from 1,000 to over a million
during the Industrial Revolution. This was because of rural to
urban migration.

The population of Birmingham

When deindustrialisation occurred, the population fell as
people left in search of jobs and a better quality of life
elsewhere. The city continued to decline and more people
out-migrated. The population fell to it’s lowest in 2001.

1,201,000

Population

1,001,000
801,000

More recent regeneration of the area has encouraged people
to migrate to Birmingham from other parts of the UK
(national migration) and from other countries (international
migration) and the population has increased.

601,000
401,000
201,000
1,000
1500

1600

1700

1800
Date

1900

2000

Birmingham now has a higher proportion of 20-30 year olds
(compared to national average) due to the 5 universities
there and young professionals coming to work in the tertiary
sector.
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Migration in Birmingham
Migration – the process of people
changing their place of residence either
within a country (national migration) or
between countries (international
migration)

International migration
in Birmingham

Causes of National Migration
•
Retirement Migration- people may choose to retire to another part of the UK or overseas, this would lead
to older people moving out of Birmingham
•
Migration for job opportunities- rural to urban migration or urban to urban migration. Following
deindustrialisation, many people left Birmingham and the population declined.
•
Migration for study. Birmingham is the UK’s second biggest student city with 5 universities and 78,000
students. 10% of university students are from overseas. This studentification has increased the population
of Birmingham and has reduced the average age.

1970sSource of migrants-, India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
Why? Migrants were looking for cheap housing and found this in older,
inner-city parts of Birmingham such as Sparkhill, Sparkbrook and Aston.
Impact on Birmingham:
Many shop and services have developed in these parts of city, including
places of worship

1950sSource of migrants- former
colonies- the Caribbean,
India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh
Why? Migrants filled jobs
that UK people no longer
wanted to do in transport
and textile industries

2000Source of migrants- Eastern
Europe- Poland, Latvia and
Estonia
Why? Migrants seeking
better jobs and living
standards.
Who? Migrants are young80% aged 18-34

2012-2015
Source of migrants- Syria and
Afghanistan
Why? People fled from conflict
Where? Eastern side of the cityBordesley. Houses here are cheap.
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Causes and Impacts of Deindustrialisation- Birmingham
Key Words
Industrialisation- The development of
industries in an area (more factories)
Deindustrialisation- The decline of
industries in the city (factories closing
down)

Industrialisation in Birmingham
•
Birmingham developed its own industries of jewellery,
gun making and the brass trade.
•
These industries were made more successful due to the
canals which joined Birmingham to nearby coal mines
and therefore meant that Birmingham had easy and
cheap access to raw materials.

Causes of Deindustrialisation
•
Globalisation- Car manufactures were forced to close in
Birmingham because there was competition from imported
vehicles from Japan and Western Europe.
•
Labour costs – Cheaper labour costs abroad and in other
parts of the UK lead to factories moving to lower overall
production costs
•
Decentralisation- Inner city areas were redeveloped in the
1970s and factories were either closed or they moved out
of the city
•
Technological advances- Factories in Birmingham did not
have the new technology that made it cheaper to
manufacture metal. This meant that they closed down as
they could not compete with other factories.
•
Transport developments- the inner ring road in
Birmingham was built in the 1970s. To build it older
factories had to be demolished. In addition transport
overseas improved meaning it could be manufactured
elsewhere and shipped to the UK.
•
Government policy – laws such as those on pollution
discourage factories from operating in the UK. This means
they locate where laws are less strict.

Impacts of Deindustrialisation
•
Factories closed and there was a lot
of unemployment. Unemployment
in Birmingham is still 10.3% today,
much above the national average.
•
There were many brownfield sites
(areas that have previously been
built on) that were left contaminated
by the factories.
•
In Birmingham there has been a huge
change in the employment type.
They now have lots of people
working in the service sector (shops,
restaurants, hospitals, schools) and
much less people working in
manufacturing.
•
The population structure has
changed- there are lots of young
people and lots of students in
particular in the city due to
universities.
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Birmingham – Changes to city structure

19th C

Early 20th C

1970s

1990s

• People moved from city centre to the suburbs (suburbanisation)
• Improved transport (trams/railways) allowed travel and people
wished to have larger homes in a more pleasant environment

Zone of assimilation –
Area where businesses
are moving into. Rents
may increase and a range
of new facilities (shops,
coffee houses,
restaurants, offices) will
move in.

• Factories moved out of the CBD and to the outskirts
• Access to motorways and cheap land to expand

• Retail shops moved out of the CBD and into out-of-town
shopping centres
• Land to expand and shoppers use of the car

• Shopping functions of the CBD declined even further due to
modern technology and a change in shopping habits
• Increase in the internet to buy goods and shop on retail parks
or large multi use supermarkets

Zone of discard – Area
where businesses/people
are moving out.
Characterised by
vacancies/to lets and
shops which can pay
lower rents e.g. charity
shops
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Changing city structure
The movement of retail functions out of the CBD
Impacts of the changes:
has been a key change.
Reasons for retail decentralisation
• Cheaper land on the outskirts of the
town than in the CBD
• Large amounts of land available
(allowing room to expand)
• Situated away from competition &
other shops
• Less congestion compared to the
CBD
• Often financial & government
incentives are provided
• Often near main roads offering access
points
• Near housing estates with potential
customers & workers

• Fewer shoppers come to the CBD so
shops close down (reduced footfall)
• Fewer delivery vans in the CBD which
means less traffic congestion
• More empty shops in the CBD which
may lead to higher levels of anti social
behaviour
• Some former CBD shops have to
change their function to non retailing
which means they are economically
viable
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Inequality in Birmingham
The economic structure of Birmingham has changed over the last 50 year and this has created
more inequality across the city – with some people who are wealthy and some who live in
poverty.
Inner city areas tend to be
disadvantaged with poorer
quality houses, higher rates of
unemployment and more
people working in lower paid
jobs.
Many people lost their jobs
when the factories closed &
there has been little new
investment.
But the areas enjoys diversity
in it’s shops and culture.
Example: Sparkbrook

Suburban areas such as Sutton
Coldfield tend to have a better
quality of life with low crime
rates, low pollution levels and
people on higher incomes.
Many people commute from
the suburbs to the city centre
to work in the new industries
and regenerated areas.

Example: Sutton Coldfield
Regeneration has taken place in the city centre to improve
brownfield sites and create new jobs. Some inner city areas have
also been improved. But the council cannot afford to change
every area and many of the new jobs require skills and
qualifications that the older population and new migrants do not
have so inequality remains.
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Birmingham – Strategies to make urban living
more sustainable

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs
What is Birmingham doing?
 More parks than any other European city
(571)
 It has invested in green transport Birmingham
and has a range of buses to reduce car
transport and pollution. Bus lanes, electric
vehicles and the Midland Metro tramway all
form part of their integrated transport policy.
 The city reduced carbon emissions in 2009 by
12%
 Birmingham created 1000 new jobs in the
Grand Central development in 2016
 It is promoting new energy efficient housing
 In Sparkbrook a new community centre has
been opened including 3 GP practices, a
library, rooms for community use
 New energy efficient schools are being built
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A city in an emerging/developing
country - Sao Paulo
Site
Hilly plateau
Many rivers
Situation
Southeast Brazil
70km from the coast (& port)
Connectivity
Internal - Subway links, bus & train
lines
National - Well connected by road
& rail
International - 2 international
airports

Function within the city
CBD
Retail & residential (built originally in the C19th)
High rise buildings have been built during the C20th as both offices &
accommodation for the wealthy.
Inner city
Residential with a little industry
Many C19th migrants (Italian & Japanese) settled in this area e.g. Bela Vista
The first favelas were established in this area
Corticos – Poor families live in previously vacated office blocks
Suburbs
Mainly residential & commercial
Contrasting favelas & wealthy residential areas
Shopping centres & many schools
The university & government offices are here
Favelas are built on any areas left vacant
Urban-rural fringe
Many favelas arose here in the 1980s as the city grew
Recently gated communities like Alphaville have developed

Alphaville gated community
Surrounded by high walls
Patrolled by armed guards
34’000 residents & businesses
Leisure facilities
Many commute by helicopter to the CBD
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CBD

Inner City

BUILDING TYPE & AGE
BUILDING TYPE & AGE

Most buildings constructed in

Many date back to the 19th and
19th Century
early 20th Century and housed

High rise buildings added in the
migrants
th
20 Century as office blocks and 
Favelas were first built here but
apartments for the wealthy
most have been cleared by the
council
FUNCTION

Paraisopolis – a favela where
CBD is split into two areas
43,000 people live
Centro Velho –
Financial sector – HQs of banks and
FUNCTION
the stock exchange
Main function is residential but there
is some industry
Centro Nova – shopping, hotels,
museums and restaurants. It has wide, OCCUPANTS
tree-lined streets called boulevards.

1950s – wealthy residents
OCCUPANTS (who lives/works there)
moved out of the CBD and to the
inner city due to a lack of space
The poor earn money as street sellers
and increasing traffic
in the CBD but they tend to live in the 
More recently, wealthy residents
inner city
and some service industries
have moved out of the inner city
Due to the commercial and business
to the suburbs. This has left
function of the CBD, most people live
some high rise buildings that
outside the CBD and commute in
have now been occupied by the
daily.
poor. These are called corticos.

Migrants settled here from the
late 19th Century.

Suburbs

Urban-Rural Fringe

BUILDING TYPE & AGE

Some areas of favelas, some
areas of expensive housing.

Moema – high security housing
complexes with parks and
shopping centres. Good
hospitals and schools.

Favelas have been built on any
available land e.g. Marsilac

BUILDING TYPE & AGE

From the 1980s, many Favelas
have been built.

1990s – gated communities have
been built for wealthy residents.
These function as
mini-cities.

FUNCTION

Residential and Commercial

State government headquarters

University Campus

Some HQ of banks and
businesses that have left the
CBD
OCCUPANTS

Wealthy residents and workers

The poorest people who live in
informal settlements (Favelas)

Alphaville – a gated community with
34,000 residents and 2,300
businesses. It has its own shopping
centre, entertainment facilities,
schools and a hospital. It is patrolled
by 1,000 armed guards.

FUNCTION
Residential
OCCUPANTS
Wealthy residents in the gated
communities
Poor, rural to urban migrants in the
Favelas
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Change in Sao Paulo
Migration
National migration – Rural to Urban from
the NE of Brazil attracted by jobs. This has
slowed now.
International migration - People of many
nationalities were attracted by high
economic growth rates in the 50s & 60s.
Push factors
 Land taken away from subsistence
farmers for large landowners using it for
cash crops
 High rural infant mortality rates
 Drought & malnutrition in northern
Brazil
Pull factors
 Schools & doctors as the government
put money into rural areas
 Access to higher education
 Advertising campaigns in the 50s/60s
were used to attract workers to the city

Inequality in Sao Paulo
HDI

Moema (gated
community)

Marsilac (favela)

0.955
82 years
99.45%

0.651
70 years
85.31%

Average monthly income
per person

B$6917 (£1580)

B$448 (£102)

People 18+ in informal
jobs

4%

39%

HDI
Life Expectancy
Housing with bathroom
and water supply

Population growth is high due to natural
increase. Birth rate is high & the death
rate has declined.
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Effects of rapid urbanisation
Favelas
• Rapid industrialisation in the 80s caused their growth across the city due to housing shortages
• Many people can’t afford to live elsewhere
• Sewage runs down the streets
• People access water via standpipes with many hundreds of people being served by one pipe
• Lack of planning leads to growing problems of waste disposal
• Reduction in green space to clear room for houses
Unemployment
• Many migrants failed to find jobs
• Growth in the informal sector
• High unemployment
Rising birth rate
• Many migrants are of child bearing age
• More births adds pressure to neo natal & child care services
Education/Health
• Population grows faster than the city can build new schools & hospitals
• Greater inequality between rich & poor which can cause social tension
Traffic & pollution
• 6.2m cars & 16’000 buses leads to frequent gridlock
• Many vehicles cause air pollution which can impact people’s health
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Sao Paulo – Government schemes to improve
quality of life

•
-

•
-

Top-down schemes:
Set-up by the government
Large-scale
Governments may have to borrow money
from other countries to pay for them
Bottom-up schemes:
Led by individuals or communities
Often called ‘self-help’
Smaller scale than top-down approaches

The government have also:
1. Put in bus lanes & cheap buses
2. Built affordable houses for state
workers such as teachers
3. Invested in a metro (underground
rail system) to reduce traffic
congestion.

Cingapura Housing Project
Proposed 100’000 homes (but only 14’000 were
built)
Pros
Removed the favelas & built within the same area
The homes had clean water and sanitation
Leisure areas were included in the development
Cons
Rent in the new homes was $26 a month
(unaffordable for many)
There was no provision for small businesses
The blocks were ten storeys high and residents were
not asked what type of accommodation they would
like

Santo Andre Project
Community project with multiple organisations to improve services in the
favela. Community health projects have made care available. Adult literacy
courses have run. Small loans are available to businesses.
Pros
The community were involved in decision making
Services are improved to improve quality of life, rather than just housing
alone
Cons
Its hard to get all of the organisations to agree on how money should be
spent
It takes a long time to set up the scheme
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Some people will not accept help (e.g. courses)

What is development &
how can we measure it?
Some countries are wealthier and have a higher standard
of living. These are called:
DEVELOPED Countries
Some countries are poorer and have a lower standard of
living. These are called:
DEVELOPING Countries
Countries which are between these stages are known as
EMERGING Countries.
Other development Indicators Literacy rate – The percentage of the population over 15 years
who are literate (in other words they can read and write). This
gives an indication of the quality of education.
Life expectancy – The average age a person can expect to live to
within a country. This gives an indication of the general health of
the population & healthcare within a country.
Infant mortality - The number of children, per 1000 live births,
who die before their first birthday.
Number of people per doctor – The average number of patients
for each doctor. This gives a good indication of both the
population’s access to healthcare & training /education levels.

Development Indicators
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) is the total value
of goods and services produced within a country
in a year. It is measured using US dollars per
capita.
HDI (Human Development Index) Includes
economic and social factors to give a broader
perspective (Life expectancy, average
educational level, literacy & GNI per capita). It
shows a country’s wealth and what they spend
that money on. It produces a numerical rank
from 1 to 0 with 1 being perfect HDI

Inequality in
the UK

Average life
expectancies are
up to 8yrs higher in
the south east

The UK has variations in development. A core region has developed
around London & the south East of England. The area has higher than
average wages, more professional job opportunities, house prices are
higher, life expectancies are highest and average education and
qualification levels are highest.
The Gini Coefficient measures income inequality. A lower value indicates
a more equal income distribution where 0 is perfect equality. The UK
value is 0.358 whereas South Africa’s is 0.69 and one of the most
unequal income distributions.

Factors which have led to development of the UK core:
• Relief – The south is flatter making building and
communication easier
• Climate – It is warmer & has less rainfall
• Position – The south east is closer to Europe
• History – London is the capital & centre of government and
decision making. This is desirable for businesses.
• Infrastructure – All roads lead to London & there are several
international airports
• Investment – Most foreign investment is into London

Many of the UK’s natural
resources (e.g. coal & iron) were
found in the Midlands, North &
South Wales. During the 1980s
the country largely
deindustrialised with the closure
of many mines and old secondary
industries. This resulted in many
job losses and out migration
from these areas.
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The Development Gap
Factors behind the development gap
• History – Many ex colonies are locked into old trading patterns.
Raw materials such as minerals or cash crops are traded for low
prices. In return the country often pays higher prices to
purchase manufactured goods. This is known as a neo colonial
relationship.
• Debt – High levels of debt often accumulated initially in the 50s
& 60s. Following high interest rates this has led to countries
paying off many times the initial amount borrowed.
• Access to resources – Countries with few natural resources such
as minerals or energy reserves are reliant on securing these
(often at high prices) from other countries.
• Physical environment – Climate or terrain can limit the capacity
of the country to produce crops, provide water & support a
population.
• Politics & government – Money may not always be used to
benefit the population as corrupt governments invest poorly.
Governments may follow policies which exclude them from
international trade groups. i.e. North Korea.
• Industry – Where industry does not develop people may be
stuck in a cycle of poverty. Subsistence farming is common
leaving little to trade & few hours to devote to other means of
creating wealth.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Brandt line, 1981. Based on GDP
alone.
The north had 80% of the world’s wealth
while the south only had 20%
Outdated as the development gap has
narrowed
Health & wealth have improved across
all countries
Trade & globalisation are the key factors
in narrowing the gap
HOWEVER, there are extreme
differences WITHIN countries

Development strategies
Top down

Bottom up

Government/TNC led

Community/NGO led

Centralised decision making

Localised decision making

Large scale projects e.g. Dams, power
stations, roads

Small sale projects e.g. Water pumps, community bio fuel
projects

Large costs which may require loans to
pay for

Smaller costs. Microcredit (small long term loans granted on
easy terms to poorer people) may be used to fund projects

Large skill and high technology

Low skill & Intermediate technology

Fair trade
• Most stores stock some fair trade
goods e.g. bananas, coffee,
chocolate
• Small scale producers group
together forming co-operatives and
deal directly with retailers who pay
more than the world market price
for the products
• Farmers get a better standard of
living and some money to reinvest

Debt relief
• Debts accumulated when countries were former
colonies and from post war attempts to industrialise.
• The oil crisis in the 70s led to inflation of debts so
many countries are paying back much more than the
original borrowing.
• The HIPC (Heavily Indebted Poor Countries) initiative
was established by the IMF to reduce debts.
• By 2015 debt reduction had been approved for 36
HIPCs.
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PHYSICAL
Geographical features (e.g.
Mountains, lakes, rivers)
• 3 of the great lakes
• Mt Kilamanjaro (highest peak in
Africa)
• Central arid plateau with plains &
arable land
Ecosystems (flora & fauna)
• Rainforest with large variety of
mammal species
• 38% of land area under
conservation

HUMAN
History
• German colony then
British until 1964
• Previously Tanganika
• Many different tribal
groups

Population: Totals & distribution (spread)
• 50 million – mainly in the north & eastern coast
• Rural areas are sparsely populated
• Youthful population with high birth rates & fewer
economically active

Development
Climate
• Variable
• 2
seasons
(wet/dry)

•
•
•
•
•

HDI- Low 0.53
Life expectancy – 65.5yrs
GNI per capita $ 2,467
Many poor living in rural
areas & subsistence farming
Wealthier areas are near
the coast in cities e.g. Dar
es Salaam

Socialism
•
•
•

Post 1964 independence
All banks & large industries
were nationalised
Stops money leaking to other
countries

Free market economy
•
•

Post 1995
foreign investment has been
encouraged

Changes to
Tanzania’s
Population

•
•
•
•

Total Population in 2015 was 51million
70% live in rural areas.
50% of the population is under the age of 15.
The number of young people has increased in the last 30
years due to a high birth rate.

Narrow top – shows a lower life
expectancy (less people live to an
elderly age). This may be down to
less healthcare, clean water and food.

Life Expectancy in
Tanzania
Life Expectancy

80
60
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20
0
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Year

Life expectancy is the
average age a person is
expected to live to.
Tanzania’s life
expectancy is low at 62
but it has improved
over the last 30 years
due to healthcare
funded by donor
countries.

Changing social factors
As Tanzania has developed and the economy has changed,
inequality has increased.

Unemployment rates are high and many rural to urban
migrants work in the informal sector.

Wide bottom – shows a high birth rate / youthful
population. This may be because of less available
contraception, the need for children to work and the
lower status of women.

A small proportion of the population are benefitting from
development and are seeing rising incomes.
The government is trying to reduce inequality through
compulsory and free primary education.

•

•

The Clarke Fisher model shows changes in the % employed
within each employment sectors over time. It is based on
development. In currently developed nations
Tanzania can be considered to be just within the
‘industrial’ phase.

Agricultural sector earnings as a
% of GDP have fallen & some
people have moved (R-U
migration) in search of
alternative work

Tanzania employment
by sector - 2016

%

Changes to
Tanzania’s
economy

There has been an increase in
secondary sector jobs but it Is
concentrated in a few goods
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66.9

26.6
6.4
Agriculture

Industry

Services

Sector

There has been growth in the
education sector as primary
education is now offered to
all
More people are working in
the informal sector

Few Tanzanian’s possess the
skills for the sector so it’s
mainly staffed by highly paid
foreign nationals.

Tanzania – Core & periphery

Core – The core of a country contains the most
wealth. Usually there are greater job
opportunities, better infrastructure & more
investment.

Uneven development
The core
• Development is greatest around Dar es Salaam (the old capital) & it is still the main port. There are
employment opportunities linked to the port & trade.
• Some foreign investment is going into mining in coastal areas (gold deposits)
Periphery – The
periphery contains the
least wealth. There will
be less investment,
usually fewer job
opportunities & poor
infrastructure.

The periphery
•
•
•
•
•
•

No visible
electricity lines

Poor
road
surface

Few homes –
self built?

A port
Good road
links

Many high
rise homes

Many areas are still rural with subsistence farmers using traditional hand held equipment. There is little
irrigation so they are reliant on rainfall.
Much of the west is remote. Its inaccessibility means it is difficult for people to get crops to market & make a
living.
Fewer businesses/industries are in the periphery which leads to less highly paying jobs.
There are fewer raw materials & resources in the west which discourages FDI
There are poor soils in the periphery, which make it difficult to grow cash crops.
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Education systems are not well developed in the periphery so the workforce lacks skill/qualifications

Trade, Aid & Geopolitics
Trade in Tanzania
• $9.5bn exports (2015) mostly to China & S.Africa
• $12.5bn imports (2015) meaning there is a
negative balance of trade
• 85% of exports are agricultural (25%GDP)
• Banking & tourism are growing
Aid in Tanzania
• Second largest aid recipient in sub Saharan Africa
• UK & USA are the main donors
• Supports the general budget, but also
funds health, sanitation & education

Geopolitics is the influence of geography upon politics.
i.e. The ways in which geographical factors such as
terrain, climate, situation, demographics, economics
influence international relationships.
Examples
• Foreign policies & agreements with other countries
can prevent wars
• Agreements over resources can provide reliable
water & energy supplies while disagreements can
lead to conflict or even war
• Trade agreements can give countries access to
larger markets

Geopolitics in Tanzania
• Tanzania was a former colony. In the past this led to close trade relationships with Germany as part of German
East Africa & then Britain.
• Tanzania has been drawn into conflict with Malawi over the water resources in Lake Nayasa (on the border). This
diverts resources/troops.
• Post colonisation Tanzania sought to distance itself from capitalism & developed close trading ties with China. This
has led to isolation from its near neighbours who followed capitalists paths to develop.
• The Tanga railway line in Tanzania is being built with co operation to connect inland nations of East Africa such as
Uganda. This joint project will lead to development of Tanzania’s port.
• Tanzania also belongs to the Southern African Development Community. SADC is formed of Southern African
states & is a regional economic trading block.
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Strategies to address the
development gap
•

•
•
•

Strategies in Tanzania
International aid
Tanzania is the second largest aid recipient in Sub
Saharan Africa (US$26.85bn) . The main donors are
the USA & UK. The aid supports the country’s
budget, education, health, water & sanitation.

Inter government agreements – Agreements between developed
countries to work together to provide aid for poorer countries.
International trade
The EU delivers aid in this way with funding of education being a
Tanzania imports more than it exports (a negative
priority area.
balance of trade). It’s main partners are South
Multilateral aid – Developed countries give money to
international organisations like the UN. These organisations then Africa, UAE & China. The economy is based on
redistribute the money to poorer countries.
agriculture (85% of exports & 25% GDP) but
Bilateral aid – Aid is given from one government to another
tourism is growing (13% GDP). The country has
usually with attached agreements (tied aid). Often the recipient
started to extract diamonds and gold to export so
of aid has to give the building contract to the donor country.
mining is a growth area.
Voluntary aid – NGOs (non government organisations)
such as Oxfam and Water Aid raise money through Positive & Negative impacts of rapid development
donations, charity shops & events. This often funds
Improvement in Life expectancy
Some rural areas are left behind
bottom up projects.

What is the Tanzanian government
response?
Tanzania receives international aid. It uses this
to pay for infrastructure & education BUT 66%
population still lack access to clean water.
The government tries to improve rural areas.
Money is put into appropriate technology
projects BUT development is slow & quality of
life for the majority hasn’t improved.

and school attendance.

and many remain in poverty.
Teaching in schools is poor and
there is a lack of doctors.

GDP has increased and FDI is
bringing money into the country.

Inequality has increased with 28%
of people below the poverty line.

Electricity provision has reduced
deforestation for fuel. Farmers use
irrigation to prevent overgrazing.

Gold mining releases toxins into
water sources.
Deforestation is occurring due to
population growth.
29

Resources

Reasons for the increased exploitation of
resources = population growth,
industrialisation, urbanisation, consumerism

How can resources be defined?
• Non renewable resources are finite in their
supply.
• Renewables can be used again & will not run out
(infinite).
• Abiotic resource (non living) are obtained from
the lithosphere, atmosphere & hydrosphere.
Examples – Soil, water, sunlight & minerals.
• Biotic resources (living) are obtained from the
biosphere. Examples – Animals, plants & fungi.

We are extracting 50%
more natural resources
than 50 yrs ago

UK Resources Coal is still
prevalent, but it
is not
economical to
extract when it
can be
imported for
less.
Oil & gas is
extracted from
the North sea.
Water is
plentiful in the
north, but
demand is
greatest in the
south east.

Consumption (or use) of oil is linked to the
wealth of a country and its reliance on cars.
70% of the world’s oil is used transporting
goods and people within and between
countries. For example, the USA has less
than 5% of the global population but uses
25% of the oil.
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Global
resource
distribution
Forestry – Canada, Brazil &
the USA produce over 5% of
the worlds wood supply
each.
Minerals – Minerals are distributed worldwide but
some are concentrated on certain continents.
Diamonds are mainly found in Africa, iron is found
everywhere except Africa.
Water – Less than 2% of global water is accessible
freshwater available in lakes, rivers groundwater &
via rainfall. There may not be enough water to meet
demand by 2025 as population rises. Expensive
water transfer schemes are built to transfer water to
areas of population where it’s needed.

Fossil fuels – Saudi Arabia & Venezuela
have the highest oil reserves while Russia
& Iran have the highest gas reserves.
There are still vast reserves of coal in the
USA, Russia & China. We have globally
passed peak oil (the point of maximum
extraction of reserves), and as reserved
reduce the prices are likely to rise.
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Energy
mix
• Energy mix
The combination of the
various primary energy
sources used to meet
energy needs in a given
geographic region.
Countries aim to have a diverse
energy mix. This increases
energy security so that you will
be protected if…
• One source becomes
unavailable
• Prices of an energy type rise
sharply
• War disrupts supply lines
• Energy conflicts occur

A country’s energy mix may change over
time for a variety of reasons:
• New supplies become available
• Traditional supplies decline
• New technology is developed
• Energy infrastructure changes
• Consumer demands change

UK Changing energy mix
As North Sea gas reserves are discovered (dash for gas) the % gas
increases
Oil and coal decrease over time as the UK de-industrialises
Nuclear technology is developed & uranium is harnessed safely
Environmental issues prompt development of non renewable
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energy resources

Global
energy mixes
India - Coal fire
power stations
dominate & offer
relatively cheap
energy. Coal is readily
available in the
region.

Iceland - Geothermal energy has been
developed & harnessed due to the country’s
position on a constructive tectonic plate
boundary. & abundance of volcanoes. HEP has
also been harnessed. There are plans to make
the country 100% fossil fuel free.
Energy mix of different countries (2015)

Iceland

Oil

India

Coal
Gas
Nuclear

USA

USA – Coal, oil & gas
is extracted within
the country. Wealth
means they are able
to purchase energy to
meet their
requirements.

Renewables

India - Biofuels
are used,
particularly in
rural regions.
Many
individual
communities
will have village
biogas
generators.

UK

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

UK – North sea oil & gas made the UK self sufficient,
but reserves are now declining. Renewables & nuclear
show a move away from fossil fuels and attempts to
respond to environmental concern.
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Positive & negative impacts of
resource development - Oil
Positive impacts

Negative impacts

Many jobs are created in
exploration, extraction &
development

Greenhouse gases are
emitted when it’s burnt

Oil infrastructure is
already in place
(pipelines, transport
technology)

Accidental spills can
cause severe
environmental problems

Relatively high energy
output

Development of
unconventional sources
of oil such as tar sands in
Canada has put pressure
on fragile environments
as land is cleared,
habitats lost and large
volumes of water is used
in extraction

Tar Sands – Alberta, Canada
• Estimated 180bn barrels
• Due to reduced world supplies it’s
now economically viable to extract
• It provides widespread employment
(over 500’000 jobs in Canada)
• It releases up to 15% more CO2 than
refining crude oil and increases
greenhouse gases
About two tons of tar sands are required
to produce one barrel of oil. Significant
amounts of land is cleared, water
consumed and gas used to extract the
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oil from the sands.

There are opportunities & limitations of
developing a range of renewable resources
in the UK.
• Wind power is free, turbines are
relatively cheap & there are plenty of
suitable sites both inland & at sea.
• Further hydro-electric (HEP)
developments are limited as they require
highland areas & existing valleys which
are suitable places for a dam.
Wind is
predominately• Biofuel development are taking place
using rapeseed oils & sugar beet.
in coastal
areas
• Opportunities for solar are limited due to
limited light intensity in the UK.

Renewables in
the UK

HEP is
concen
trated
in the
Peak
District
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Renewable resources – Pros & Cons
Pros (+)

Cons (-)
Wind power

The energy generated does not produce CO2

Construction of the blades & pillars does create CO2

Modern turbines produce less noise

Older turbines produce noise

Developments such as the London Array can generate
enough electricity to power 630MW (470’000 homes)

Turning blades cause on average 4 bird deaths per
turbine per year

Hydro electric power
Hydro electric power (HEP) means people are less
reliant on non renewable energy

Families may be forced to relocate to make way for
the new dam

HEP is clean energy and reduces CO2 emissions

Deforestation may be required in the construction of
the dam
Solar

The industry is growing & it creates many jobs

Solar farms take up large areas of land

Farmers can grow crops alongside solar panels

Manufacturing photovoltaic (PV) cells can be harmful
to the environment as they are made of toxic metals
e.g. silicone & mercury
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•

Nuclear energy

•
•

There are three main
countries where it is
economically
recoverable (costeffective)

Demand for nuclear energy is increasing. High energy output
for a relatively small amount of uranium.
The USA has about one hundred reactors operating, supplying
20% of its electricity.
France gets three quarters of its electricity from uranium.

Uranium-235 (U-235) is the isotope used to produce nuclear
power & forms only about 0.7% of all uranium reserves.
As demand increases price for U-235 is likely to rise.
•

•

There are perceived dangers associated with nuclear fuel &
the Chernobyl and Fukushima disasters have made some
countries wary of using it.
Environmental concerns about the safe disposal of spent
nuclear fuel and decommissioning of nuclear plants once they
are no longer useful is a problem.
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Hydraulic fracturing (fracking)
Fracking is a technique designed to recover gas and oil from shale rock.
Fracking is the process of drilling down into the earth before a high
pressure water mixture is directed at the rock to release gas inside.

Water sand and chemicals are injected into the rock at high pressure
which allows the gas to flow to the head of the well.

The term fracking refers to how the rock is fractured apart by the high
pressure mixture.

Fracking in the UK
Drilling for Shale Gas is only at an
exploratory phase in the UK
BUT- reserves of shale gas have been
identified across large areas of the UKparticularly Northern England. There are
large deposits within National Park areas.
More than 100 licences have been
awarded by the government to firms in
the UK, allowing exploration in certain
areas.

Pros

Cons

Job creation

Less focus on developing
renewable energy

Gas is a ‘cleaner’ fossil fuel

Seismic activity
(earthquakes)

Only 30-40% of North Sea
oil production left so will
boost reserves

Noise & water pollution.
Over use of fresh water
reserves in the process.

Increased energy security &
self dependency

Disruption to land &
forested area for initial
clearance of areas
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Managing
energy
Energy needs

China
Increasing demand due to large population,
increasing wealth and continued growth in
manufacturing (secondary industries)

Current energy • International pressure to reduce CO2
• Many cities are highly polluted
problems/
• Very dependent upon coal
issues

• China’s Renewable Energy Law was
developed in 2006 to develop renewables

Sustainable
Scheme 1
Key place
specific facts

Sustainable
Scheme 2
Key place
specific facts

HEP
• Three Gorges Dam is the largest HEP
producer in the world
• It cost US$30bn but should pay for itself
within ten years
• 1.4million people were relocated from
their homes
• The dam flooded habitats to create the
reservoir
• It controls flooding along the Yangtze

Solar
• China is building a solar power station in
the Gobi desert
• It should supply 1million homes once
completed

Germany

STAKEHOLDERS

Decreasing demands as the country has
deindustrialised and are seeking to use renewable
energy sources
•

Population concerned about safety of nuclear
after the Fukushima disaster. It plans to close all
nuclear plants by 2022..
• Environmental concerns mean Germany aims to
reduce greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by 2020.
Solar
• Germany has invested in large solar farms e.g.
Bavaria solarpark, which will produce 215KWh of
energy and reduce CO2 by over 100’000 tonnes
over 30yra
• There are incentives to install solar panels

Wind
• Plans to increase wind production by replacing old
turbines with more efficient ones to increase
power production
• Planning barriers have been removed to allow
turbines on hillsides and forests

Ecological footprint
‘The impact of
human activities
measured in terms
of the area of
biologically
productive land
and water required
to produce the
goods consumed
and to assimilate
the wastes
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generated.’

