Topic 1
What it means to be a citizen
Learning outcomes
After studying this topic, you will be able to:
■ define the term ‘citizen’;
■ describe how being citizens affects our identity;
■ outline the role and duties of a citizen in the UK.

Introduction
This topic explains where the word ‘citizen’ comes from and explores what
being a citizen means today. By the end of the topic, you will understand
the role that citizens play in the United Kingdom (UK) and the impact that
an individual’s financial decisions can have on the people around them.
This topic also introduces the Baker family. Throughout this unit we will
look at how decisions taken by the Baker family impact on their local
community and the country as a whole. We will also see how decisions taken
by the UK government affect the Bakers’ lives.

1.1 What ‘citizen’ means
The word ‘citesein’ was first used in the 14th century to mean someone
who lives in a city. Over time the spelling changed to ‘citizen’ and it
has come to mean someone who has the legal right to live in a
particular country.

I am a British citizen.

I was born in the UK but I moved to Australia
and became an Australian citizen.

I’m a citizen of a European Union country, so I
also have EU citizenship. This means I am
allowed to live in any EU country.
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The government of a country decides who can be a citizen. People become
citizens of a country by being born there, or by moving to live there and
being given citizenship by the government. For example, in the UK people
born on or after 1 January 1983 are British citizens if they were born in the
UK or in a British territory overseas (such as Bermuda or Gibraltar) and at
least one of their parents is British or legally settled in the UK. People who
do not meet these conditions can apply to become British citizens
depending on the rules set by the government at the time. The rules about
British citizenship have changed over the years.
People do not need to be British citizens to live in the UK. Citizens of the
European Economic Area, for example, have the right to live and work in
the UK, and the government can give other groups of people the right to
live, study or work here.
People who move to the UK from a different country are called immigrants,
and people who leave the UK to live in another country are called emigrants
(they emigrate when they leave the UK).

Did you know?
Immigrants to the UK

Emigrants from the UK

Immigrants can become
British citizens through a
process called naturalisation.
This includes taking a test
about ‘life in the UK’.

Each year the Home Office
publishes the most popular
countries for British people
wanting to emigrate. These
include:

Immigrants who are given
British citizenship have a
citizenship ceremony at their
local council.

■ Australia
■ France
■ China
■ Poland
■ Spain

Discuss
Suppose you moved to another country to live permanently.
■ Where would you go?
■ Why would you choose that country?
■ How would you like the other citizens of that country to
treat you?
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Meet the Baker family
In the 1960s there was a shortage of workers
in the UK, so many people moved here to
take up jobs. One of these people was
Philippe Biya, who left his home in Africa to
work in a shipyard in Liverpool. When he
arrived in the UK he changed his family name
to ‘Baker’ so it would be easier for English
people to pronounce. The UK government
gave Philippe British citizenship because he
was born in a Commonwealth country and his
mother was British – she was a nurse who
went to work in Africa during the Second
World War.

Phllippe

After a few years, Philippe got a new job in
the docks at Southampton. There he met
and married Lisa from Portsmouth, and
they had three children: Daniel, Richard
and Marion. Philippe and Lisa are in their
seventies now and live in a small village.
Their children are in their forties and they
all live nearby. Daniel married Sue and they
live in the city with their children: Jacob
(aged 19), Sophie (aged 17) and Ben (aged
14). Richard lives in a small town and Marion
lives in the country. Here is their family tree:

Lisa

Figure 1.1 The Baker family tree
Philippe married Lisa

Daniel married Sue

Jacob

Sophie

Richard

Marion

Ben
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Being a citizen of a country means that you have certain rights (things that
you are entitled to have) and responsibilities (things that you are expected
to do for the country).
In the UK, citizens who are accused of a serious crime have the right to be
treated fairly and for their case to be decided by a jury in a court of law. To
ensure that a jury is available to hear these cases, citizens also have the
responsibility of serving on a jury when the court asks them to do so.

1.2 Having rights and responsibilities
The rights and responsibilities that we have as UK citizens fall into three
main categories.
■ Political rights and responsibilities are about having our say in how the

country is run. These include our right and responsibility to vote for the
politicians that we want to make decisions for the country.
■ Legal rights and responsibilities include the responsibility to obey the

law, and the right to be defended by a lawyer if we are accused of a crime.
■ Economic rights and responsibilities. Our economic rights include the

right to free education for children and free healthcare for everyone, to
be paid no less than an agreed national minimum amount for the work
that we do, and the ability to ask for financial help from the government
when we need it. Our economic responsibilities include paying taxes on
the money we earn, so that the government can pay for services such as
education, health and welfare (ie pensions and benefits).
In the UK, the rights of citizens are protected by being made into laws. Some
of the responsibilities have also been made into laws.
Let’s look at some examples. The United Nations set out a list of essential
rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The European Union
(EU) created a treaty called the European Convention on Human Rights, and
it asks all countries that become EU members to make sure their laws
support these rights. The UK made these rights part of UK law by passing
the Human Rights Act in 1998.
These rights and responsibilities include the following.
Table 1.1 Some rights and responsibilities in the UK

You have the right to:

You have a responsibility to:

a fair trial;

tell the truth in a court of law;

protection from crime;

report crimes;

be treated with respect;

treat others with respect;

be employed;

pay taxes;

equal opportunities.

not discriminate.

Inspired by the Ministry of Justice publication Your rights, your say.
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Richard Baker’s economic responsibilities
Richard Baker works as a self-employed
potter. Customers buy his pots, plates,
jugs and bowls from his website and pay
him online. Every year Richard pays taxes
on his earnings to the government. The
government uses this money to pay for
services that all citizens can use. If
citizens like Richard did not pay their
taxes, the government would not have the
money to pay for these services.
So Richard is meeting his economic responsibilities by
paying taxes and helping other people in the country.

Figure 1.2 How Richard meets some of his economic responsibilities

Customers

Government
Pay

Taxes
Pays for

Education

Health
Services

Welfare
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Defense

Transport

Others

When you meet your responsibilities as a citizen, you help society – that is,
all the other people who live in your country. Being a citizen means you are
part of this society. We saw how Richard Baker contributes to society by
working and paying taxes. Other ways that we can play an active role in
society include:

volunteering

protesting
about
government
plans to stop
paying a
benefit

giving to
charity
campaigning to
keep the local
hospital open

All these examples help others in society and show how citizens can act for
the common good.
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Marion Baker’s economic rights and responsibilities
A few years ago I was made
redundant from my job with
an events company. I was
unemployed for four months
before finding a new job
with a hotel. This experience
changed
my
attitude
towards my economic rights
and responsibilities.

Marion always assumed that if she lost her job the benefits system would
pay for her to keep renting her flat and running her car, as well as paying
for her food and other household bills. She also thought that
employment laws meant her employer would have to pay her
redundancy money.
Marion did qualify for a redundancy
payment, but the events company paid
her the minimum amount permitted by
the law. This was less than the amount
of two months’ rent on her flat. Marion
had saved very little while she was
working, so she did not have money of
her own to draw on in an emergency.
She qualified for Jobseeker’s Allowance
and other benefits, but they did not pay enough for her to keep renting
her flat, running her car and having the same lifestyle as she had when
she was working. So Marion had to move back in with her parents while
she looked for a new job.
Now she has a new job as an events manager at a hotel, Marion is
determined to save money so that, if she is made redundant again, she
will be able to pay her own way for as long as possible. She is taking
more responsibility for her financial future.
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1.3 Citizenship as part of your identity
Being a citizen goes beyond having certain rights and responsibilities.
It can also affect how you see yourself and how others see you.
Citizens expect other people in their society to behave in certain ways.
These are called the society’s ‘norms’ – what is considered normal for that
society, and therefore what it means to belong to that society. In the UK,
this entails what you think it means to be British, and ties citizenship with
your identity.
Elements of being a citizen help you to feel attached to a country and give
you a sense of belonging to a shared culture, set of customs and history.
A variety of elements of your identity are linked to the country where you
live or come from – the language you speak; your habits and appetites (the
things you do or like); your morals, beliefs and values.

Discuss
When people talk about the
citizens of a country having
a particular characteristic, it
is called a stereotype. For
example, here are some
stereotypes of people from
across the world:
■ British people drink lots of tea;
■ Americans are good at customer service;
■ Australians are laidback;
■ Irish people have a great sense of humour;
■ Russians like sad books;
■ Thai people are tolerant;
■ Chinese people don’t like to criticise others;
■ Indian people work very hard.
Why do you think these are stereotypes?
When might stereotypes be helpful, and when are they
harmful?
We take norms for granted, because they are part of our daily lives. For
example, in the UK it is considered normal to queue at a bus stop or at a
shop’s checkout. Not all societies do this, and some consider the British
unusual for waiting in line patiently.
Society’s norms also influence financial behaviour.
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Example
British people tend to want to buy a home if they can afford
it. In other European countries, such as Germany, it is much
more normal for people to rent their homes; in 2015, 47.5%
of Germans rented their home, compared to 36.5% in the UK.
(Source: Eurostat)
Topic 2 discusses where these values come from and how they affect the
ways that people manage their money.

1.3.1 Multicultural citizens and society
The UK is a multicultural country, with a mixture of influences from the
different people who have come to live here. Immigrants have been coming
to the UK for centuries, from the Romans who built straight roads and
introduced coins to Britain, to more recent arrivals who brought with them
a wide range of foods, faiths and ideas. This means that our norms are
always evolving.
Our tastes are more and more multicultural. A 2013 YouGov
survey asked people their first choice of takeaway food for
a night in.
The most popular types of food were Chinese (34%), Indian
curry (26%) and Italian (10%), followed by British, ie fish and
chips (9%).
We may have a reputation for being a nation of tea drinkers who
are polite and talk about the weather, but the reality of being
British is much more diverse.

8
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Jacob Baker, British citizen

I’m a 19-year-old British citizen, born in the UK. My grandfather Philippe
came to the UK from a country in Africa that belonged first to France, and
then to the UK, He is proud of his African heritage. When I was younger his
background didn’t mean much to me – I identified more with my school
friends, who all consider themselves British, no matter where their family
lived originally.

Although I live in Southampton, I
support Chelsea FC and have been
to some of their games, while I
play basketball most Saturdays. I
love computer games and am very
good at working with computers;
I want to study Computer Science
at university. My main group of
friends are from various countries
and religions. My grandparents
and parents are Christians. I
haven’t decided about religion yet.
I watch Eastenders and my
favourite food is Sunday roast.

Now I’m more interested in where
granddad came from and what it
might mean to me. He speaks
French to me regularly, so I know
some of the language. It definitely
helped when I went to France on a
school trip.

Identifying with other people in society is part of what it means to be a
citizen. President Kennedy understood this when he made a speech of
support in Germany.

Did you know?
In 1963, US President John F. Kennedy visited the German
city of West Berlin.

It was 22 months after the city had been divided into two parts (East and
West) by a large wall. He wanted to show US support for the people of West
Berlin, so he described himself as “Ich bin ein Berliner”, meaning “I am a
Berliner” – a citizen of Berlin as a whole, rather than one of its divided parts.
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1.4 The UK government and political system
1.4.1 How the UK is governed
The UK is a democracy, which means that citizens play a vital role in
deciding how the country is run.
Democracy literally means ‘rule by the people’, from the
Ancient Greek demos meaning ‘people’ and kratein meaning
‘to rule’. It is often translated as ‘people power’.
The principle behind a democracy is that the general population should
have the power to make decisions affecting the nation. But if the
government consulted all of us on every issue, the decision-making process
would be slow and inefficient. In practice, we elect people who we believe
can best represent our interests in the decision-making process.
Any British (or Commonwealth or Irish) citizen over the age of 18 can stand
as a Member of Parliament (MP). MPs represent a specific geographical area;
for example, Richard Baker’s MP represents Romsey and Southampton
North. People who want to be elected MPs tell the voters in their area their
policies – what decisions they will argue for if elected.
Most MPs belong to a political party, such as the Conservatives, Labour or
the Liberal Democrats, although MPs can be independent. The Electoral
Commission’s register shows over 400 registered political parties in the UK,
including many that represent specific interests, such as the Green Party or
the Independent Community and Health Concern.
1.4.1.1 Elections
All citizens aged 18 or over have the right and responsibility to vote in the
national elections that are held once every four years. These are called
general elections. Every eligible citizen has one vote. Before the election,
the political parties and local candidates outline their plans in a number of
areas – education, health, national security, international affairs and the
economy. We vote for the candidate whose policies we agree with most, or
who belongs to the party we agree with most. The candidate with the most
votes becomes the local MP, and it is their job to represent the interests of
all the citizens in their area, not just those who voted for them.
It is in our interests to vote because MPs decide issues that affect our
everyday lives, such as setting the minimum and living wages and the taxes
that we must pay. MPs also decide how the government spends the money
raised from taxes. You can vote in person by going to a local polling station
(they are often set up in schools or libraries) or by post.
Although you can’t vote until you are 18, you can register to
vote from the age of 16. This means you will be given a vote
for the election that happens after your 18th birthday.

10
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Marion Baker helps the Green Party candidate
Marion Baker feels very strongly that the government
should do more to promote ‘green issues’, such as
building solar and wind farms and giving financial
incentives to buy cars with low carbon dioxide
emissions.
One
of
the
candidates
standing for election as her
local MP is Harry Preston, who
represents the Green Party.
Marion would like to help Harry get elected, so
she visits his campaign headquarters and
volunteers. During the weeks before the
election, she helps to deliver leaflets door to
door and supports Harry when he makes
speeches around the area and gives interviews
to the local press.
On the night of the election Harry has 987 votes, but the Liberal
Democrat candidate has thousands more votes and wins the MP seat.
Marion is disappointed, but she is pleased that she helped tell local
citizens about green issues and how they can play a part in protecting
the environment.
After the election, the party that has the largest number of MPs elected
forms a government and is described as ‘being in power’.
This system is called ‘first past the post’. It is sometimes criticised because
it doesn’t always mean that the winner is the party with the most votes in
the country overall.
The Conservative Party had to form a ‘coalition government’
with another party in 2010 because it did not get enough
votes on its own, but it won the 2015 general election
outright.
David Cameron, who had been Prime Minister since 2010,
resigned in 2016 after the referendum on the UK’s
membership of the European Union. The Prime Minister then
became Theresa May, who is also the MP for Maidenhead.
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Discuss
■ What are the advantages of
local people voting for a local
MP to represent their interests?
■ Do you think that people who
are 16 and 17 should also be
given a vote? Why is that?
■ What would be the advantages
and disadvantages of the party
with the most votes overall
forming a government, rather
than the one with the most
MPs?
■ What do you think could be the disadvantages of a
coalition government?
■ Would it be better to hold a second election if no one
party had enough MPs to form a government?
1.4.1.2 Ministers
The leader of the winning political party becomes the Prime Minister and
appoints departmental ministers. These ministers run different government
departments that focus on various areas, such as foreign affairs, internal
affairs, the Treasury, defence, business and trade, work and pensions,
justice, education, health, communities and local government, environment,
transport, energy and climate change, culture, women, and the devolved
territories (ministers for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland).
Senior ministers are members of the Cabinet, which is the government’s
decision-making group, headed by the Prime Minister. The most senior
members of the Cabinet are the Deputy Prime Minister, the Home Secretary
(in charge of internal affairs, immigration and citizenship), the Chancellor
of the Exchequer (in charge of all economic and financial matters) and the
Foreign Secretary (in charge of relations with foreign countries).

1.4.2 The UK political system
The system of government in the UK is known as a constitutional monarchy
(for an overview of the political structure in the UK, see Figure 1.3). The
monarch, currently Queen Elizabeth II, is head of state and is advised by
the Prime Minister. Parliament presents legislation to the monarch, whose
assent (agreement) is needed before it can be passed into law. The monarch
can block legislation or require changes, but this is rare, as the monarch’s
approval of laws is today a formality.

12
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Figure 1.3 Overview of the political structure in the UK
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The United Kingdom is made up of four nations – England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales – and many of the political decisions that affect them
are taken by the central UK government based in London. Since the late
1990s, however, many of the central UK government’s powers have moved
to the individual nations. Scotland has its own own Parliament, while Wales
and Northern Ireland each has a National Assembly, with powers to pass
laws and make decisions on local matters such as education, health and the
environment. Wales and Scotland also have power over economic
development and local government. The UK government remains
responsible for national policy on certain areas, including foreign affairs,
defence, international relations and, importantly, economic policy.
1.4.2.1 Parliament
The UK government is responsible to Parliament, based in Westminster,
which has two Houses: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The
House of Commons is made up of MPs, who are elected via the process
outlined in section 1.4.1.1. These MPs sit in the House, debate issues and
vote on key decisions. In contrast to the Commons, the House of Lords is
made up of peers – people who have a title they have inherited from their
family, or who have been made a Lord or Lady as part of the honours system
for outstanding service to the country.
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MPs discuss issues in a debating chamber with green
benches, so information about the House of Commons is
colour-coded green on the www.parliament.uk website.
The House of Lords debating chamber has red benches, so
the Parliament website colour-codes information about the
House of Lords in red.
Parliament has three main roles:
■ to hold the government to account by questioning its decisions (and

using expert committees to check facts);
■ to debate and pass laws;
■ to allow the government to raise taxes.

It makes decisions for the country, including setting policy on national
issues such as defence, national health, the benefits system and education;
and deciding how to spend the tax revenues collected from citizens.

Did you know?
Parliament is weird and wonderful . . .
■ The Queen isn’t allowed in the House of
Commons.
■ MPs can choose any mode of transport
to the Commons chamber, including a
horse.
■ The space between the opposing frontrow seats in the House of Commons is
two sword-lengths – to prevent heated
disputes!
■ There are hooks for swords in the lifts
– though only the Serjeant at Arms
(head of security) can carry a sword in the chamber.
■ You may not wear armour in the Houses of Parliament.
■ People must also be careful not to die in the Houses of
Parliament – there is a law against it!

14
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1.4.2.2 Passing laws
The process of law-making in the UK involves many stages. This is to ensure
that as many voices are heard as possible.
MPs create policies and laws, which they debate and then vote on, with the
majority ‘carrying the motion’ (getting their way). MPs will usually vote
according to the views of their political party, but they do not have to. A
proposed law or change in an existing law is called a Bill; it can come from
either the House of Commons or the House of Lords, but must be approved
by both Houses. One way for MPs to raise issues for debate in the House of
Commons is to ask the Prime Minister a question during Prime Minister’s
Questions, held on a Wednesday. Figure 1.4 outlines the law-making
process.
Figure 1.4 The passage of a Bill through Parliament

Proposed law or
change in law
(Bill)

First reading no debate

Second reading Bill is debated

Committee stage
- detailed
examination by
experts and
interest groups

Royal Assent the Queen
agrees to the
law

Consideration of
amendments “ping-pong” Bill
goes between
Houses until
agreed

Third reading debate. No
amendments
can be made

Report stage amendment
considered. All
members can
speak or vote

Did you know?
Imagine if the Queen had the power
to make all the laws in the UK – this
is similar to the situation in the
Vatican, which is located in Rome
and is the world’s smallest country.
It is governed as an absolute
monarchy, with the Pope as its Head
of State who makes all the final
decisions about Vatican laws and
justice.
Around 800 people live in the Vatican; 450 have citizenship
and the others have permission to settle there. All the people
who live in the Vatican work for the Pope, and they are all
immigrants because none of them were born there.
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1.4.3 Active citizen participation
You can contact your MP for assistance with issues affecting you, or to ask
them to take a particular point of view to Parliament. However, there are
only a few stages in the law-making process when you can have a direct say
about a proposed new law. You can ask your MP to propose a new law or
you can ask a pressure group, such as Fathers for Justice or Amnesty
International, to request a new law. The other key point at which you can
get involved is during the committee stage. Committees can take written
evidence from any member of the public, and may also invite interested
individuals or organisations to speak to them about the proposed law.

Did you know?
You can also have your say by creating or signing an online
petition to the government. For example, there have been epetitions to prevent councils from selling local allotments to
housing developers, and to stop the government increasing
registration fees for nurses and midwives.
If an e-petition gets at least 100,000 signatures, it is
considered for debate in the House of Commons.
1.4.3.1 Local government
Citizens vote in local elections as well as national ones. Local government
is another layer of the political system and is run by regional councils, with
elected councillors directing and overseeing local government officers.
Councils make decisions that affect the people who live in their area, such
as setting council tax and deciding how public money is spent in the local
community.
Voting in local elections is just one way that you can tell councillors
which decisions you want them to make.
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Sue Baker campaigns to keep her local library

The council where I live has announced that
it is planning to close the local library. This
is a bad decision because the library is not
just used to borrow books, CDs and DVDs.
It is also used by many of the local people.

■ Mothers and toddlers go to the library for group meetings and
support activities;
■ schoolchildren go there to do their homework, and students without
a computer at home rely on the library’s computers to carry out
research and type reports;
■ older residents go there to meet friends and to keep warm in the
winter;
■ unemployed people go there to use the computers to look for work
and to do training courses.
Sue wants the council to hear her views and the views of other local
residents. She organises a petition and collects over 3,000 signatures
of local people who want the library to remain open.
Sue hands this petition to the Head of the
Council at one of his committee meetings. She
makes sure that the local newspaper and TV
station know about the petition, and gives them
interviews. She hopes these news items will
encourage other local citizens to play an active
role in saving the library.
She also writes a letter to the councillor that
represents her area and asks him to argue for
keeping the library open at the next council
meeting. Sue gives him a list of facts that show
how important the library is to local people. She also organises a display
for outside the council offices, with paintings from the mother-andtoddler groups and statements from library users on why the library is
so important to them.
Sue’s campaign works and the council decides to keep the library open.
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As councils have the power to decide how to spend taxpayers’ money, they
can have a significant impact on the lives of individuals and families living
in their area.
The Localism Act 2011 makes sure that local councils show local people
how they spend taxpayers’ money. It also gives local people more of a say
over what happens within their area. In return for these rights, citizens have
the responsibility to check how local councils are working and to participate
in local decision making by talking to their councillors. This is discussed in
more detail in Topic 2.

Summary
Finally, we can recap what we have learned in this topic.
■ A citizen is someone with the legal right to live in a particular country; to
qualify as a citizen, people must meet conditions set by that country’s
government.
■ All the citizens of a country have rights and responsibilities that fall into
three main categories: political, legal and economic. You can play an
active role in society by meeting your responsibilities as a citizen: for
example, by having your say in politics, by paying your taxes, and by
volunteering. Being a citizen of a particular country is part of a person’s
identity.
■ The UK is a democracy. We elect Members of Parliament (MPs) to
represent our interests when issues are being debated and decisions
being made in Parliament. After an election the political party with the
largest number of MPs forms the government.
■ You can ask your MP to put forward a specific point of view to Parliament
at any time. You can also have a direct say about new laws being made at
the proposal and committee stages.
■ As well as electing MPs for central government during a general election,
you can elect councillors to represent your interests on regional councils.
These councils make decisions about local matters.

Thinking points:
■ What does it mean to be British?
■ How much should the government be allowed to intervene
in the lives of its citizens? For example, is it reasonable
to put a higher tax on alcohol or cigarettes to try and
encourage people to cut down on drinking and smoking?
■ How do you think e-petitions could be used to encourage
citizens to participate in government?
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Key terms
Bill – a law that has been passed.
Cabinet – a committee of senior government ministers who are
responsible for setting government policy.
Charity – (1) an organisation set up to help a particular group or issue;
(2) the act of donating money or time to a cause.
Coalition – when two or more political parties join together to form a
majority in Parliament because neither of them could do so by
themselves.
Constitutional monarchy – a system of government in which a king or
queen is the head of state and an elected body makes the laws.
Democracy – a system of government in which the people rule through
the power to vote for their representatives.
Devolution – when particular political powers are given to a smaller
subsection of the nation – for example, in the UK powers have been
transferred to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Elections – the formal system of voting.
Electoral register – the list of names of people who have registered to
vote.
Emigrate – to leave this country and move to another one.
Emigrant – a person who leaves this country to move to another one.
First-past-the-post – the voting system used in UK general elections.
The candidate with the most votes in each constituency is elected to
Parliament, and the party with the most Members of Parliament then
forms a government. Due to the way this system works, the party that
ends up forming a government does not necessarily receive a majority
of the votes cast.
Identity – the things that make a person who they are, the things that
make us the same as or different from other people.
Jobseeker’s Allowance – a state benefit paid to unemployed people who
meet certain conditions, such as being actively looking for work. It will
gradually be replaced by a new benefit, Universal Credit, which has a
wider scope and aims to replace several existing benefits.
Immigrant – a person from another country who comes to this country
to live.
Living wage – the legal national minimum rate of pay for workers aged
25 and older.
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Minimum wage – the minimum rate of pay per hour that almost all
workers are entitled to between school leaving age and age 24. An
employer is breaking the law if they do not pay eligible workers the
minimum wage.
Ministers – the heads of the different government departments – for
example, Education or Health.
Parliament – the highest law-making body consisting of head of state,
the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
Political party – an organisation that stands for election and has
particular political ideas.
Rights – the things that a person is entitled to.
Responsibilities – the things that a person is expected to do, a duty.
Tax – the contribution that is made by individuals and businesses to
government revenue.
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