
SUMMER
READING

GUIDE
GET READY FOR COLLEGE OR SIXTH

FORM BY READING THE ONLINE TEXTS

RECOMMENDED IN THIS GUIDE

yEAR 11

Don't let school closures and the summer
slide set you behind!



   With the closure of school Year 11 students are missing out
practising vital research and reading skills that prepare you
for Sixth Form and College. For many A-Level subjects,
studying non-fiction (factual) texts is an essential part of the
qualification. 
   Even though reading can be a challenge, learning to
maintain the good reading habits that you've developed
in school is vital. Multiple studies have shown that when
students are away from school for a long period of time
(normally over the summer holidays) many students lose
reading ability, or slowly begin to fall behind their
classmates who keep up their good reading habits.
    At Emmanuel we are determined that this is not going to
happen whilst students study from home. We're providing this
guide to show you how to become an independent non-
fiction reader, with the ability to read around the subjects
you've been studying for your GCSEs and will be studying at A-
Level.

Read on to find out
how you can maintain
your non-fiction
reading skills at home!
 

WHAT IS THIS
GUIDE FOR?



SET UP
YOUR
LIBRARY
ACCOUNT

There are many excellent eBook and eAudio
sites that will allow you to access digital copies
of books for a reasonable price. Kindle, which

can be downloaded on your phone, offers
Daily Deals with books costing only 99p, and
with Audible for £7.99 a month you get one
'free' audiobook every month (these usually

cost upwards of £20!).
 

But why spend this money if you can
access all these books for free? 

 
By becoming a member of Nottingham

City Libraries you can digitally borrow up to
5 eBooks at a time, 4 audiobooks and an
unlimited number of magazines and
comics. Signing up is easy - the entire

process can be done online! After
completing the online form it goes to library

staff. Your library card number will then
be emailed to you, and when you receive it

you can use it straight away!
 

Most of the book 
recommendations in this guide are found
using Nottingham City Libraries services.
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HOW TO JOIN...
To sign up to Nottingham City Libraries google 'Join the
Library - Nottingham City Council' or follow this link:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/libraries/join-the-library/ 



DECIDE WHICH TYPE
OF MEDIA YOU WANT
TO BORROW

Nottingham City Libraries offers three different types of digital media
content available for you to borrow online: eBooks, eMagazines, and
eAudio. You can access them all by exploring the options in this link:

 

 www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/libraries/ebooks-emagazines-and-eaudio/
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This is BorrowBox, one of the eBook and eAudiobooks
providers you get access to if you sign up for a library account!



RBdigital is the eMagazine provider that you will also get access to
when you sign up to as a library member. You can see their full range of

eMagazines at: www.rbdigital.com/nottinghamcity/service/magazines



Although we encourage you to read for pleasure too, check out the book
suggestions below that have been selected as being the most relevant to

College and Sixth Form subjects. If you apply to University, you'll be
able to show off your knowledge of them in your UCAS personal

statements.
 

The books listed are only a small selection of those available for
you to borrow and read from BorrowBox. Not every subject has
reading suggestions. Please check out the site and the books on

offer yourself!

3 READ AROUND THE
SUBJECTS YOU WILL
BE STUDYING...

HISTORY



POLITICS

FOOD



ECONOMICS

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

COMPUTER SCIENCE/I.T.



BUSINESS

MUSIC



PSYCHOLOGY

MATHS



MEDICINE/NURSING

P.E.



BIOLOGY

SOCIOLOGY



PHYSICS

GEOGRAPHY



I'VE BORROWED A
NON-FICTION TEXT.
WHAT NEXT?

Capture main ideas, key concepts, and details of reading.
Target, reduce, and distill the needed information from the text.
Engage with the text by making connections with our own
knowledge and lives.
Ask questions that help us think deeper about the content.

Once you've picked a non-fiction text its important that you are actively
reading it. When we read actively, we try to understand the text
thoroughly by reading slowly and carefully, pausing to question a main
idea or to reexamine a passage that confuses us, interpreting the larger
meanings and implications of the text. Active reading allows us to:
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STRATEGIES FOR ACTIVE
READING...
Techniques for active reading fall into three main categories*:

Predicting
the text

Engaging
with the

text

Reflecting
on the

text

*taken from: https://dlc.dcccd.edu/englishcomp1rlc-units/active-reading?
user=dcccd&passw=1dcccd234



Start by predicting the text.
 

A) Scan the title, subtitle, footnotes, pictures, and headings in
the text. What do these tell you about the topic being
discussed in the reading?

 

B) Think about what you know about the topic. What
preconceived notions might you bring to the reading?
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C) Look for information about the author. What does the
author’s other works tell you about his or her stance?

 

D) What is the author’s purpose? Who is the author’s
intended audience?

2.   Engaging with the text
 

Predicting the text1.

Read the text carefully and jot down ideas about the text in a
spare notebook.
 

A) Circle and look up the definitions to words you do not
know or cultural references that you are not familiar with.

 

B) Underline the thesis or main idea.
 

C) Ask questions about the text. Questions may be the
author’s purpose or goal in writing, his or her use of evidence
to support claims, or his or her use of language. 

 

D) Make connections between your own life experiences
or knowledge and the text. Does the argument agree with
your prior experiences? Have you read other texts with similar
arguments?

 



(continued)
 

E) Find patterns within the text. Does the writer use repetition
to get a point across?

 

F) Identify assumptions the author makes in presenting the
argument. Are the assumptions valid? Do the author’s
assumptions challenge your own?

 

H) Interpret key passages to find the underlying meaning.
How do you interpret key passages? What does the text really
mean?

 

3.   Reflecting on the text
Reread key passages you've highlighted in the text.
 

I) Review passages that are difficult. Now that you’ve read the
text, can you more easily identify the meaning of difficult
passages? What can you look up that might help you dissect
the text’s meaning?

 

 
 

 
J) Paraphrase difficult passages by
restating the passage in your own
words.

 

K) Create a summary of the text’s
main argument in your own words.

 

L) Try to describe the text to someone
who has not read it.

 

If these techniques don't work for
your subject, read on for more ways to
engage with your text!

 



These strategies are likely ones that you are already used to
using during your revision. They may be old-fashioned, but they
do work! Try to create a resources after every chapter.

...MORE ACTIVE LEARNING
STRATEGIES

Note down what the main points
or key principles are.
Note down the sub-

ideas/definitions.
How do each of the ideas link
together? Can you add that to

your diagram?

MIND MAPS

CLOCK LEARNING
Draw a simple clock with twelve

sections.  Divide the chapter you are
reading into twelve chunks and write
the title of each chunk in a different

section. At the end of the book you can
use the clock to remember key ideas.

FLASH CARDS
On one side of the card, write A KEY WORD

On the reverse of the card, add the KEY
DEFINITION, IDEA, DIAGRAM or MIND MAP.

(don’t write lots of text)
Study your flashcards from both sides to

learn the key information



JOURNAL 
ACCESS
DEVELOP  YOUR  CRITICAL  RESEARCH  SKILLS

AND  READ    GCSE  AND  A -LEVEL  ARTICLES  AT :

 

 

HOW TOLOGIN

my.dynamic-learning.co.uk



My Dynamic Learning is a catalogue of GCSE and A-Level
magazines. Once you've logged in you'll be able to scroll through
an alphabetical list of the different subjects available. This is

the home page you'll see:

HOW TO USE MY
DYNAMIC LEARNING:

Clicking on these arrows will open

a search box where you can search

for specific volumes of the

magazines, e.g. Volume 25, Issue 4

Scroll downto see moresubjects. Thelast one isSport & P.E.

This is only helpful if you already know which specific
volume you want! Instead, use the second search

method on the next page...



Step One: To search for a specific topic and find relatedarticles, go to the search bar at the top right handcorner of your home page and enter your key phrase ortopic. Then click the magnifying glass icon!

Step Two: This search

filter will then pop up.

Until you select which

subject you want to

search for your topic

under, you won't receive

any results. You need to

select the subject you

want from the dropdown
menu. 

Step Four: Articles related toyour search term will thenappear. Click on the articleto open it. As you read andresearch, actively learncontent through mindmaps,flashcards and notes!Practice the active readingtechniques discussed earlierin this booklet.

Step Three:
Then click

'Filter'



8 TIPS TO MOTIVATE

YOURSELF TO READ MORE 

Schedule

reading into your

routine. Make it a

commitment that

you can't avoid,

like a lesson.

Switch up the

subjects you are

reading! Even

engaging texts can 

become boring if

you're sticking to

the same content.

Make a music playlistto listen to whilst youread. The more you playit, the more you'llassociate it with readingand it will motivate youto open that book!

Find a quiet,

comfortable

reading place with

no distractions -

maybe a garden?

Actively learn thecontent you arereading, with mind-
maps and flashcards.You'll be moremotivated to read if it is

an active rather thanpassive process.

Set yourself a goalnumber of pages orbooks to read perweek and track whatyou've read. There's atracker at the back ofthis guide to help!

Turn off or block

media to

minimise

distractions. Try

the free version of

getcoldturkey.com

Keep your books in avery visible place, e.g.bedside table or thekitchen table, or as yourhome browser on theinternet if they areonline. Make them easyto access and pick up.



READING
TRACKER

Just one more chapter...

Print this page out to keep track of how often you are
reading or listening to a book!

 

Aim for forty minutes of reading a day, but you are welcome to
challenge yourself to longer, particularly if you are a strong reader.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday



Once you've read your share of non-fiction,
subject specific books, try and read through

these fiction books, chosen by your
teachers specifically for Year 11!

 

Twelve books
to read before

you leave...

 

YEAR  E L EV EN

Once you've read your share of
non-fiction books to prepare
you for future subjects, try out
these fiction books, chosen by

teachers!


