
Key words & Definitions 

Designer The production designer works closely with the director to establish 
a shared vision for the piece and then they are responsible for eve-
ry area of design (larger productions may hire specialists to work 
with them such as a set designer or lighting technician). 

Live Theatre Theatre that is performed live on stage. The best way to view this is 
to go to a theatre in person to experience the atmosphere they cre-
ate. Theatres often also show screenings of their live shows which 
you may be able to watch in a cinema or online. 

Set Designer in charge of designing and creating the sets that appear in films, on 
television programmes, as well as in the theatre. 

Lighting Designer Designs the lighting in order to create atmosphere, and reflect the 
time of day for the production in response to the text, while keeping 
in mind issues of visibility, safety, and cost. 

Costume Designer In charge of designing and selecting the costumes that actors will 
wear, in order to reflect who the characters are. 
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Spot - has a hard-edged 

effect, used to light char-

acters or elements on 

the stage. Coloured fil-

ters can be used with 

this lamp. 

Fresnel - used for a softer 

edged effect, with a diffus-

ing lens in front of the 

lamp. It's useful for good 

overall light when used 

with others. Coloured fil-

ters can be used with this 

lamp. 

Flood - produces a clear 

wide-angled light, but 

there’s little control over the 

spread of the light. Coloured 

filters can be used with this 

lamp. 

Strobe - a flashing light, used 

for special effects. It’s often 

used to give the effect of old 

movies. It produces a jerky 

effect on the movements of 

actors when used on its own. 

Set Design Terminology 

Light Design Terminology 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItPwLajPYoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7Pd0nqkDsc

