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Dear parents, 

I am writing to let you know about our plans for the new academic year and, first and foremost, to express 

how much we are looking forward to welcoming your children back to school after, for many, a long period of 

absence. 

We want students’ return to school to be as smooth and positive as possible. Our timetable will run as we 

would always have planned – your child will have the same teachers and study the same subjects for the same 

number of hours per week that they would have done in normal times. Because of our wonderful site, we can 

also reopen without having staggered start times or break and lunchtimes. Therefore, students will return to 

the same timings of the school day that they are used to. 

Key changes for September 

However, there are some significant changes, which we have put in place to ensure the safety of both staff and 

students. These changes are outlined below: 

1. Year group ‘zones’ 

Each year group will be taught in a designated ‘zone’ of our building, i.e. a number of classrooms 

which will be set aside exclusively for your child’s year group and which will be cleaned regularly. This 

zone will have a designated entrance point, toilet block and outside area for break/lunchtime. 

Students will remain within their year group ‘bubble’ and in this zone for all of their lessons and their 

teachers will come to the classrooms in order to teach them. This does mean that access to specialist 

classrooms such as Art, Music, Drama, IT and Design & Technology will be limited and, on these 

occasions, demonstrations and video streaming may be used by teachers. 

 

2. Lunch and break times 

Lunchtimes will operate differently; one day per week, each year group (Years 7-11) will have access to 

the Dining Room. On the other days of the week, students are encouraged to bring a packed lunch or 

they will be purchase a ‘grab bag’ – a sandwich, cookie, piece of fruit and a drink. A limited menu of 

snacks will be available for purchase at break times. 

 

3. Entry to and exit from the school site 

Students will enter and leave the site through one of three gates and each year group will be directed 

to a different gate. The window of time during which students may arrive and come onto the school 

site in the morning has been extended to any time between 8.00 and 8.30am, to encourage social 

distancing. The school will finish at 3.10pm as usual, apart from on Thursdays when, as in previous 

years, there will be an earlier finish at 2.10pm for most students. Parents are asked not to come onto 

the school site but to communicate by telephone and email. 

 

 



4. Uniform and equipment 

Students will be in full school uniform. The only exception is days when students have PE; on these 

days, students can come to school and remain in their PE kit (including plain black tracksuit bottoms, 

rather than shorts) to avoid the need to use changing rooms. In addition, we would ask that every 

student brings with them the following items: 

 Coat with a hood and umbrella – some large indoor spaces will be used as teaching spaces in 

September, so we would ask that every student comes prepared to be outside at break and 

lunchtime. 

 Stationery – it is more important than ever that students are properly equipped for lessons. 

Both uniform and equipment requirements can be found here: Uniform requirements can be 

found here: https://www.emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform/. 

 Bikes – students are encouraged to travel to school by bike. Bike sheds will be available as 

usual, albeit in slightly different locations for some year groups. 

 Lockers – unfortunately, because of the ‘zoning’ of different parts of the school for each 

group, students will not be able to use lockers. 

 Masks – it is a legal requirement for students to wear a mask if travelling on public transport. 

They may wear a mask in school, but it is not government advice. If they do choose to do so, 

they must ensure that it is a fresh mask to that worn when using public transport. 

 Filled water bottle – students will not be able to access drinking fountains with the same ease 

and frequency as previously. 

5. Expectations of behaviour 

A strengthened set of expectations has been put in place, to ensure that student conduct is exemplary 

at all times, given how important a positive start in the new academic year is. Additional opportunities 

are in place for rewarding the vast majority of students and, if necessary, sanctioning any instances of 

lateness or disruption. 

 

First week of term 

The first week in September will run as follows: 

 Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd Sept: staff training days and therefore no students will be on site. 

 Thursday 3rd Sept: Year 7 students only + Year 12 induction 

 Friday 4th Sept: Students in Years 7, 10 and 11 only 

 Monday 7th Sept: All students return 

During the first week we will share all key information with students regarding their timetables, year group 

zones, and break/lunchtimes.  They will have time to digest this information and ask lots of questions.  We 

would like all children to feel safe and happy to come back to school and we will work with you to ensure that 

this is the case.  

Thank you for your support throughout this period and we very much look forward to welcoming all students 

back in September. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr D. Hobbs 

Principal 
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