YOUR CURRICULUM
CHOICES 2021
Planning your journey to
qualifications at the end of
Year 11
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MESSAGE TO STUDENTS:
Choosing your curriculum pathway is an important point in your education as it is now
that you will choose some of the subjects that you will continue to study until the end
of Year 11. We know it can sometimes be a difficult time and you will have questions:
Which subject is right for me? How do I choose? What if I don't know what I want to do
in the future? We will help you to make the choices about your future learning that is
right for you. Our qualifications are designed to be a natural stepping stone
to A-Level qualifications and Vocational subjects offered in the Nottingham
Emmanuel School Sixth Form.
The last 12 months have been extremely unusual with you learning both in school and
from home due to the pandemic. Please don't worry that this will affect the choices
you can make. The work you are doing at home now is really important in getting you
ready for your next stage. We are doing lots of things in different ways, and the
process of selecting the subjects that you continue studying is different too. This
year, you and your parents and carers will be invited to a live presentation online for
you to watch and ask questions. You will also be able to speak to your teachers at
(online) parents' evening and email your choices form to us later that week (see
the Key Dates page in this booklet).
This booklet is designed to help give you lots of information to help you
make decisions about your learning. Please read the information in this
booklet carefully and if you have any questions, you can either email your
own subject teachers or the staff listed on the last page of this booklet.
We hope that the information allows you to make the right choices
that will enable you to succeed over the next three years and beyond.
Mrs S Stapleton

Mrs L Woffindin-Taylor

Principal

Assistant Principal: Curriculum

KEY DATES:

Wednesday 3rd February
Curriculum Pathway Process introduction during Tutor Time
Tuesday 23rd February - 6pm
Curriulum Pathway Evening Live Stream and Q&A.
Curriculum Pathway Booklet issued to students & parents
Friday 26th February - 3pm
Curriculum Choices link emailed to students to begin
entering their choices
Tuesday 9th March - 3pm to 6pm
Year 8 Parents' Evening
Friday 12th March - 3pm
Deadline for Choices Form to be submitted online
Monday 15th March to Friday 31st March
Follow up calls made in response to
returned forms

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS WILL I TAKE
AT THE END OF YEAR 11?
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at least 1
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Students who speak English as an additional
language can opt to take a qualification in their
first language in Year 11 if they wish to do so.

HERE:

CORE CURRICULUM:

CORE

All students will continue on their curriculum pathways in English,
Maths, Science & Religious Studies. They will also participate in
Core PE each week.
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Mathematics

English Language

Click
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r
a short
clip

In Maths, you will learn
& English Literature
how to apply a broad range of
In English you will study fiction and
mathematical concepts to solve
non-fiction texts. You will write in a
problems and apply mathematical
variety of forms such as narrative
reasoning. You will develop your skills
descriptions and argumentative
across a wide range of topics in
essays. You will also develop
Number, Algebra, Geometry, Ratio
presentation skills in front of
& Proportion and Probability
Core PE
an audience.
& Statistics.
You will take part in

Science

PE once a week to
support a healthy
lifestyle and learn
about fitness.

You will learn how to interpret
the world around you in a scientific
context. You will cover topics in
Biology, Chemistry & Physics,
completing practical work where you will
collect, analyse and evaluate your own
data. You will study Combined
or Triple Science (determined
Click
at the end of Year 10).
here
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Religious Studies

You will learn about different
religions and their beliefs on a
range of philosophical, ethical and
moral issues that affect our world
today with a particular focus on Islam
and Christianity. You will focus on
key issues such as marriage,
abortion, life & death and
k
crime & punishment. Clirec for
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHOICES:

Please use this booklet to help you learn as much as you can
about the choices on offer to you.
Skills you will develop
as you continue with
this subject until the
end of Year 11.

A brief overview of the
course with a
description of some of
the topics you might
cover.
An overview of how the
course is assessed (e.g.
exam, non examined
assessment,
performance etc.)
Please remember that
some courses are being
updated by the exam
board so the details
here might change
slightly.

If you click on the
icon, you can view
a brief video from
the subject
teacher.
Any other information that
you might need to know.
Who you need
to email if you
have any
questions
about the
course.

DO
Choose subjects that you like and are
excited about.
Choose subjects you are doing well in.
Listen to advice from your teachers or
Year Leader.
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DON'T
Choose subjects just because your
friends have chosen it
Chose a subject because you like or
don't like a certain teacher. They might
not end up teaching you!

HOW TO ENTER YOUR CHOICES:
You will be emailed a link to the NES Curriculum Choices website on Friday
26th February. Once you have done your research and discussed your choices
with parents and teachers, you will need to complete the form. You can edit it
as many times as you like before 3pm on Friday 12th March.
Your screen will look like either of the pictures below,
depending on the pathway that you are on.

If your screen looks like this, you
will need to select the subjects in
order of preference

If your screen looks like this,
you will need to chose History
or Geography

In the second box, you will need to chose 5 subjects that you would be
happy to study, in the order that you would like to study them.
On the right, there is a section to tell us about
any languages you speak/read apart from
English. This information will help us look at
if you could gain a qualification in a home
language:
When you have finished, please click save. You should see
this message pop up at the top of your screen. You can go
back in and change it later, but make sure you save!

CREATIVE

ART & DESIGN

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will create art that
communicates your ideas and
explores the world around us by
creating a guided, extended project.
You will analyse and evaluate
images, objects and artefacts
showing an understanding of
context. You will research the work
of other artists and apply their skills
to your own pieces of artwork.

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Personal Portfolio
Non-Exam Assessment
worth 60%

Developing ideas through
looking at the work of
others.
Experimenting with
different techniques and
processes
Recording ideas through
drawing, photography &
a sketchbook.
Presenting a personal
meaningful response.

Externally set Exam
(project including
10 hour exam)
worth 40%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You can't take both Art & Textiles at GCSE.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs C Barnes
cbr@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

BUSINESS

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will learn about what it takes to be
successful in business. This practical
course includes studying business theory
and a range of businesses and how they
are organised. You will study different
departments within a business such as
marketing, finance & human resources
and how they work together. Researching
entrepreneurs such as Elon Musk will
help to understand characteristics of
successful people in business.

Good organisation
skills
Numeracy skills to
calculate financial
problems.
Analysis of business
case study
information.
Creativity
Communication

How will I be examined? (GCSE or Vocational Qualification - the exact
course will be determined at the end of this year)
Externally assessed written examinations will test
your finance and essay skills alongside
understanding of key case studies.

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
Business is a combination of theory and practical knowledge
to give you insight into starting and running a business.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs A Davis
ada@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

COMPUTER SCIENCE

What will I learn?

EBACC

What skills are needed?

You will analyse problems using
practical experiences, including
designing and writing programs in a
high level programming language such
as Python. You will learn about the
various parts of a computer and
networks alongside developing your
understanding of the legal and ethical
issues around the subject and apply
mathematical skills that are relevant to
computer science.

Innovation
Inquisitive nature
Creativity
Analysis
Logical and critical
thinking
Programming

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Unit 1: Computer Systems

(1.5 hours)
Exam worth 50%

Unit 2: Algorithms &
Programming

(1.5 hours)
Exam worth 50%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You will need good maths skills to study Computer Science
and have a desire to learn a programming language.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr J Bugg
jbu@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CONSTRUCTION

What will I learn?

CREATIVE

What skills are needed?

You will be trained in construction
activities and develop a range of
practical skills and techniques. You
will be able to plan how to minimise
risk to health and safety in different
contexts. You will learn about the
construction industry such as the
standards, skills, techniques,
technologies and ethos behind a
career in construction.

Practical skills
Leadership
Teamwork
Communication skills
and problem solving
Analysing and
interpreting information

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1
(1 hour)
Exam worth 25%

Unit 2
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 50%

Unit 3
(2 hours)
Exam worth 25%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You will need a passion for practical tasks as well as theory.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs C Baker
cbk@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

D&T (PRODUCT DESIGN)

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will develop an understanding of
many technical, specialist, designing
& making principles, alongside an indepth understanding of woods and
plastics. You will complete a range of
creative designing and making
activities which will lead on to a single
design and make project. This will be
presented in a design portfolio and a
prototype/product using a range of
materials and processes.

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Unit 1
(2 hours)
Written exam worth 50%

CREATIVE

Applications of science
and maths knowledge in
a D&T context
Producing design briefs
and specifications
Effective drawing skills
to communicate ideas
Practical skills to
develop and produce
high quality prototypes
Analysis
Evaluation
Unit 2

Non-Exam Assessment
Worth 50%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
Students must demonstrate maths and science knowledge
as part of the course.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs K Thompson
kth@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

DRAMA

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will improve your knowledge of
performing skills and the theory of
drama, including studying key drama
practitioners and their work. You will
develop your understanding of the
entire theatre making process and
develop your confidence and
practical skills. You will reflect on
your own performances and set
targets to improve them further.

Thinking skills
Creativity
Leadership
Teamwork
Communication skills
and problem solving
Interview techniques and
presentation skills

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Unit 2

Unit 3

Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Externally
Assessed

worth 40%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You must be comfortable performing in front of others.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Ms K Bias
kbi@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

FOOD (HOSPITALITY)

What will I learn?

CREATIVE

What skills are needed?

You will gain a strong understanding
of the vocational catering and
hospitality sector such as
restaurants and hotels. You will
develop your cookery skills and
prepare and present nutritional
dishes. You will develop your
knowledge of food hygiene and
safety, and learn how products are
developed in the catering industry.

Creativity
Food Design skills
Teamwork
Evaluation
Development
Organisation

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1
(1 hour)
Written exam worth 40%

Unit 2
Non-Exam Assessment
Worth 60%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
This course is both practical and theory based. You will
have a 4 hour practical where you will make 2 dishes!

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs L Bird
lbird@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

FRENCH & SPANISH

What will I learn?

EBACC

What skills are needed?

You will visit a range of themes including;
travel and tourism, culture and festivals,
sports, cities, what your opinions are of
education and plans are for the future.
You will develop your ability to speak
spontaneously in a variety of realistic
situations as well as writing texts for
different purposes. You will develop your
translation skills in and out of the second
language, as well as improving your
reading & listening skills, which are ideal
for any trip abroad.

Flexibility
Perseverance
Effective
communication
Spontaneity
Teamwork
Precision

How will I be examined? (GCSE: Foundation/Higher)
Listening
(35/45 minutes)
Exam worth 25%

Speaking
Reading
Writing
(9/12 minutes) (45/60 minutes) (60/75 minutes)
Exam worth 25%

Exam worth 25%

Exam worth 25%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You should pick the language that you are already studying.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs F Lintern
fli@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

EBACC

GEOGRAPHY

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will learn about a range of physical &
human processes that continuously
shape our planet and our lives. You will
increase your awareness of local & global
issues, investigating current challenges.
You will answer big questions e.g. 'why is
our climate getting more extreme?' and
'why is there inequality in the world?' You
will develop skills in data collection and
source analysis, building arguments using
evidence & evaluation.

Communication
Teamwork
An open mind and an
inquisitive nature
The ability to
see issues from
different perspectives

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

(1.5 hour)
exam worth 37.5%

(1.5 hour)
exam worth 37.5%

(1.5 hour)

exam worth 25%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
We do 2 days of fieldwork. One investigating rivers in the Peak
District and the other investigating an urban environment.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs K Simpson
ksi@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

EBACC

HISTORY

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will learn about past events and
people from lots of different societies,
(the American West, the Weimar
Republic, Nazi Germany and Migration
through Time).You will broaden your
knowledge of the past by asking
relevant questions, investigating
issues and testing historical
interpretations of events. You will learn
to organise and communicate
information logically.

Source and data analysis
Research skills
Independent thinking
Problem solving
Analytical evaluation
Collaboration

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

(1 hour 15 min)
exam worth 30%

(1 hour 45 mins)
exam worth 40%

(1 hour 20 mins)

exam worth 30%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
Year 11 historians can visit Berlin for a weekend to see the sites
where the historical events studied in the classroom took place.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Ms L Smith
lsm@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

IT (iMEDIA)

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will understand the key preproduction documents required
when creating creative IT products,
as well as planning, creating and
evaluating a range of IT products.
You will learn about how society
uses the technology required in
creative iMedia, the importance of
effective communication and use
various multimedia file formats.

Technological and
information literacy
skills
Planning and design
skills
Communication
Innovation
Creativity
Analysis
Evaluation

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1
Exam
worth 40%

Unit 2
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Unit 3
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You will develop a range of software skills from graphics to
animations and from multimedia presentations to sound editing.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr J Bugg
jbu@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

MEDIA

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will understand how media
products target and engage
audiences whilst delivering a wide
range of purposes. You will compare
and contrast different media
products from the past up to the
current day. You will design a range
of media and be able to analyse and
evaluate your own work, or that of
others.

Analysis
Practical skills
Production skills
Responding to design
briefs
Creativity
Communication skills

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1

Unit 2

Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 30%

Unit 3
Exam

worth 40%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
By 2024, the Media industries in the UK are expected to
generate £80bn per year!

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr N Ford
nford@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

MUSIC

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will perform, compose and listen
to a wide range of musical styles.
You will develop these performance
and composing skills over time,
analysing your own work and that of
others. You will identify musical
elements from familiar and
unfamiliar music such as classical,
popular and traditional both pre and
post-20th century.

Confidence
Performance skills
Creativity
Evaluation

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Listening
(90 minutes)
exam worth 40%

Performing
(one solo,
one ensemble)
worth 30%

Composition
(two compositions)

worth 30%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You must be having music lessons to do this course.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr P London
plondon@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

What will I learn?

CREATIVE

What skills are needed?

You will have learned how to use
equipment and recording software to
record your own music, either
original, or inspired by music of your
choice. You will create sound to
meet briefs given to you, just like in
the Music Industry and you will
develop a strong understanding of
both disciplines of Music
Technology Recording and Computer
Music Production.

Musical
Creativity
Listening
Confidence &
Performance
Recording
Evaluation

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

(1 hour 15 min)
exam worth 30%

(1 hour 45 mins)
exam worth 40%

(1 hour 20 mins)

exam worth 30%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
There is the option of a performance module in this course.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr P London
plondon@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

What will I learn?

CREATIVE

What skills are needed?

The GCSE PE course will further
develop your practical skills through
participation in a range of both team
and individual sports. You will also
develop your understanding of how
physical activity impacts both the
mind and body to promote
successful sports performance, and
improved fitness and well-being.

Genuine interest, and
experience in
competing in sport(s)
Confidence to try new
sports and learn new
skills
Interest in learning
how the body responds
to exercise

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Unit 1
(105 minutes)

Unit 2
(75 minutes)

Exam worth 36%

Exam worth 24%

Unit 3
Non-Exam
Practical
Assessment
Performance
worth
worth25%
30%

PEP
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 10%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
The PE team will allocate you to either PE GCSE or BTEC Sport
depending on your previous performance in PE.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mr G Clarke
gcl@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

SPORT SCIENCE

What will I learn?

CREATIVE

What skills are needed?

You will deepen your passion for sport &
physical fitness, developing your
knowledge and understanding through
participation. You will learn about the
effects of exercise on the human body and
develop your performance in 2 sports
including the rules & regulations. You will
gain knowledge of the effects of exercise
by creating and complete your own
Personal Exercise Programme to improve
your fitness and sporting performance.

Confident sports
performer
Resilience
Team work
Independence

How will I be examined? (Vocational Qualification)
Unit 1
Externally
Assessed
Exam worth 25%

Unit 2
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 25%

Unit 3
Non-Exam
Non-Exam
Assessment
Assessment
worth
worth 25%
25%

Unit 4
Non-Exam
Assessment
worth 25%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
The PE team will allocate you to either PE GCSE or BTEC Sport
depending on your previous performance in PE.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs C Keogh
cke@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

CREATIVE

TEXTILES

What will I learn?

What skills are needed?

You will learn how to analyse and
critically evaluate a range of work
produced by artists and designers from
different cultures. You will develop your
skills and confidence when working
with new textile techniques (such as
felt making, printmaking, embellishing
and various other surface pattern
techniques) in either a 2D or 3D format.
You will be encouraged to present a
response; fashion or interior based.

Investigation
Designing
Making
Analysing
Evaluating your own
work and work of
others

How will I be examined? (GCSE)
Personal Portfolio
Non-Exam Assessment
worth 60%

Externally set Piece
(10 hours)
practical exam worth 40%

Anything else that I need to be aware of?
You can't take both Art & Textiles at GCSE.

WHO TO CONTACT:
Mrs C Baker
cbk@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

FOR MORE
INFO,
PLEASE
CLICK HERE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Why do I have to choose?

There isn't enough time in the curriculum for you continue studying your Year 8
subjects. This means you have to chose 3 that you will carry on studying until Year 11.

Why do I have to choose reserve subjects?

We will try really hard to make sure that everyone can study their first choice subjects.
However sometimes we can't offer certain combinations of subjects, or have a limited
number of places. This means that it is really important that you think carefully about
the order you put your choices in, as you may be studying one of your reserve choices.

What is an 'EBacc' subject and why do I have to choose one?

The 'Ebacc' subjects include History, Geography, Computer Science, French or Spanish.
The Government also advises students to take at least one Ebacc subject to make
sure that you have a balanced set of qualifications at the end of Year 11.

Why do I only get 2 or 3 choices?

Everyone will take Maths, English, Science, RS and Core PE. Some of you will be on a
pathway where you will take either History or Geography and a Language. Others
will put the 4 Ebacc subjects in order of preference. Whichever pathway you are on,
you will need to put 5 subjects in order in the second box for your remaining
choice(s).

What are 'vocational qualifications' (e.g. BTECs)?

These are alternative qualifications to GCSEs that offer an alternate approach to
learning. The final qualification is equivalent to a GCSE and are usually made up
of a higher percentage of 'coursework-style' assignments.

What if I change my mind?

This is very unlikely to happen as you will give us reserve choices that you are
happy to study if your first choices are unavailable. We don't usually allow
students to swap classes.

What if I don't know what I want to do in the future?

Don't worry, lots of people don't. All these subject offer solid foundations
for further study so focus on subjects that you enjoy and are doing well in.

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR
ADVICE OR SUPPORT?

For subject specific questions, please contact the subject leader
or teacher using the email address on the subject page. However,
for more general questions or specific guidance, please contact
the staff below:

Mr H Gardner
Year 8 Leader

Mrs S Diamantis-Mundle
SENCo

hgardner@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

sdi@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

Mrs L Woffindin-Taylor
Assistant Principal: Curriculum
lwo@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

