
 
Gresham Park Road, West Bridgford 

Nottingham, NG2 7YF 

Tel: 0115 977 5380 

www.emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk 
 

Wisdom    Hope    Community    Dignity 

 

 

A member of Archway Learning Trust 
Registered in England and Wales 
Registration Number:  7875164 
Registered Office: Aspley Lane, Nottingham, NG8 5GY 

Assessment Framework 
The Archway Learning Trust (ALT) Assessment Framework aims to ensure in-year assessment is robust, offers 

opportunities for trust-wide collaboration and comparability and helps us work together towards common 

goals to achieve the best for our students. 

At Key Assessment Points throughout the year, all students complete formal assessments which track their 

progress, highlighting areas of strength and any need for further improvement. For most students there will 

be two formal assessments in each subject per academic year. The assessments are designed to test students’ 

retention of core knowledge and develop how they apply this in different contexts. Content and skills are 

interleaved within assessments throughout the year to support students in moving knowledge from the short 

term to their long term memory. 

These formal assessments sit alongside teachers’ ongoing verbal and written feedback to students. 

 

Sharing the results with Parents 
Parents may see the outcomes of their children’s formal assessments either online via the Go4Schools 

website, parent app or as a printed report sent home or shared at a parents’ evening. 

Parents will see a ‘Progress band’ or GCSE grades, an Attitude to Learning indicator and, in GO4Schools, the 

percentage of marks obtained in the latest assessment.  Staff may also share details of assessment marks 

and percentages at parents’ evenings and with students in lessons. 

 

 

How can Parents & Carers support? 
Research suggests that students who make most progress from their individual starting point are often those 
who also engage in regular conversation and reflection about their learning and experiences at school. This 
is where parents and carers can help.  Below are suggested ‘over the dinner table’ conversation starters 
about the assessments. 

 How did you prepare for the assessment?  

 What topics did you struggle with?  

 How might you approach the next assessments differently?  

 What opportunities are available to push yourself further next time?  

 Why do you think your teacher has graded your attitude to learning in this way? 

Where further clarification or support is required, parents are encouraged to make contact with the student’s 
year leader. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Example report 
 

 

Understanding Progress Bands 
For Key Stage 3 students, the Latest Snapshot indicates a student’s current progress, not attainment. These 

progress bands ‘Above’, ‘In Line’, ‘Below’, and ‘Well Below’ compare the individual student’s most recent 

assessment to their own starting point at the Nottingham Emmanuel School.  

If students continue to make progress in line with others, the progress band reflects this.  It also reflects if 

there is acceleration in their rate of progress to celebrate, extend or challenge further (above) or if there are 

indications that progress might be slowing down (below).  

As an example, a student who started in the middle of the cohort and stayed in the middle of the cohort in 

the latest test would be “In Line”. However a student who started near the top of the cohort but in the 

assessment did not maintain this would be categorised as “Below” in that subject. These are just early 

indicators of progress with the idea being that students who should go on to achieve the top grades at GCSE 

do so. 

Where progress in an assessment is not ‘in line’ it is important to share that with parents, students and 

teachers at an early point so that the necessary steps can be taken to identify and address gaps in learning 

or understanding, the need for support or intervention in study skills, or anything else as early as possible 

whilst the stakes are still very low. 

It is also important to recognise that the progress band is determined by the assessment that has been taken, 

and a student’s teacher can provide a much better picture of their progress and performance in their subject. 
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Character for Learning 
At regular intervals throughout the year, teachers review the ‘Character for Learning’ shown by students, to 

consider how best to support them moving forwards. This information is updated and accessible on 

Go4Schools. The information below highlights some of the characteristics which may have been observed in 

each student to determine their CFL grade.  

 

 
  
 

 


